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CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Telegraphic Correspondence respecting the Affairs 

of Turkey. 


No. l. 

Consul Sanderson to the Furl of Derby. -{Received May \.) 

GalatZi April 30, 1877. 

Consul for confirmation and telegraphed to lbraila. 

No, 2. 

Colonel Sibome to tke Earl of Derby. -{Received May 1.) 

Sitiino, April 30, 1877. 

Russians, Intend remaining here meanwhile._ 

No. 3. 

Sir A. Buchanan to the Earl of Derby.— {Received May 1.) 

Bienne, April 30, 1877- 

(TeUgrapjiic.) F . Afr , lirs tUat U ,e representations a>| 

assistance might have on the interests ol the Canal. 


Sir A. Buchanan to the Earl of Derby.— {Received May 1.) 

Vienna, April 80, 1877, lO i'.M. 

Scrvhi if Russia also engages to respect neutrality oi the provn . 
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No, 5, 

Mr. Lapard to the Earl of Derby,—|Received May 1,} 

(Telegraphic,) Pfrti 1 , April 30, 18?7 r 10 I'.M. 

WITH reference lo your telegram of 28tls p l bav<e been informed by the Kifflig&r 
Envoy that some weeks agn an Afghan was furnished with a letter to the Ameer of Cabul 
by the Shcikh-id-lslum inviting him to mi ke war upon the Russians in the cause of 
Mabbmctani&i]!, bat that the Afghan with ihe letter and some money given him for his 
journey luis remained at Mecca, Sheik h-ul-l&lam has been endeavouring to persuade 
Kashgar Envoy to return to Turki&tan to raise population against Russians* but the latter 
assures me that he is not disposed to take any part in the matter, at any rule at 
present, lie further informs l hat the Sheri A'of Mecca has sent printed appeals to the 
Mahometan* of Central Asia to rise against Russia in defence oi ihcir religion in the 
event of war between her and Turkey. 1 hope to get one of these appeals, Etoiu all I 
can leam tL is not unlikely that, the Porte will endeavour to send Agents into Central 
Asia, 


No, G* 

Mr. Layard to the Etirl of Derby* - -{Received May L) 

(Telegraphic.) Peru, April 30, 1877, II P.M. 

ADMIRAL I-IORART arrived here this evening from the Danube, having rim past 
Russian batteries at Cnlatft and Rena at such high speed that lit 1 could not be filed 

upon, 

lie thinks that they will cross the river in force id. Isaktclia. almost without opposition 
and occupy the Dobrudscha. 

lie reports the Russians to have, crossed the KElia or northern branch of the Danube 
at Vilko, mid established batteries on the sou them bank, 

E communion! cd to him the substance of your Lordship's telegram of the 25th instant, 
and lie would wish it> take a few days to consider nk decision. 


No, 7. 

The Earl nf to Lout A. Loft as, 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Ojfice f May L 1H"7, li'-lfii imi. 

ENGLISH and l^nencli Danube Commissioners are at Sulina > prevented from 
returning to Galaiz by sudden stopping of navigation of Danube by Russian Commander. 
They have telegraphed (or safe conduct. Ask that ii may be allowed. 


No. 8, 

Mr, Layttrd to the Earl oj Derby* —-(Recm - erf May l h 3 J 35 P.'M.) 
(Telegraphic,) 

(Secret*) Connluntimpk t May 1, 1877, 10 a.m. 

i HAVE been earnestly requested to say that the Turkish Government would be 
deeply grateful for any information which could be allorded to them of the movements of 
Russian Red which 3s reported lo have left the United Stales for the Mediterranean* 


No. y, 

Mr. Laytird to the Eart of Derby.—{Received May L fi IMA ) 

(Telegraphic.) CfyiatunliaOple, May \ f 1^77, ICHo a,si. 

WITH reference lo your telegram ot ihe 2Ut ultimo, PjbWc has given the necessary 
instructions for the preservation from injury of the Anglo-Indian ruble. 


i 




Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby,—{Re cel ml May 3.) 

(Telegraphic,) Constantinople* May 1, 1877, 10*3(1 a, h. 

GRAND VIZIER informs me that be has ascertained tfiit the object of the 
frequent visits of Italian ships-of-war to Dhrazzo and Vail emit was to carry riff Rrenk 
Rib Do da, 


.Mr. Laytird to the Earl of Derby.—[Received May 1.) 

(Telegraphic,) Pcra T May 1, 1877, 1 iml 

THE Coninnmdc ran-chief on the Danube has been instructed by the Porte lo tbkc 
exceptional measures with regard to the properly of neutrals on that river during war. 
He may close all qpvigation, may detain und requisition neutral vessels, subject to an 
indemnification, obliging thorn to leave or repair to certain parts under penalty of conffica- 
tion of the vessel and cargo; or even, If necessary, under regulations relating to espionage, 
which arc to be administered by a Special Court appointed ad koc. He is at liberty to 
adopt any measures dictated by military requirements, hut ships detained in tile river prior 
to such measures being proclaimed, are not liable to seizure, whether belonging to neutrals 
or the enemy. The Government, refuses to be responsible to shipowners and charterers 
for loss'- or hindrance Lo their property resulting from these measure^ or from the dan ,.t 
to which they are exposed through not complying with them, CeBtrrtband of war, and the 
vessel carrying it, when duly determined by tic Court, ore liable to seizure. All appeals 
against Its decisions to be made to the Supreme Court of Constantinople. The Comntandcr- 
in-ehkrfis \ :o notify to Consuls interested, and by telegraph to Constantinople, the nature of 
all measures adopted hy hint under these instructions, 


Lord A * Loftaa to the Earl oj Derby.—[Received May L) 

(Telegraphie.) /$&♦ Peter slwrgh, May 1, 1877, 2 p||. 

IN conformity with your Lordship's telegram of yesterday, I have iitfbfmed Prince 
Gortdiakowof the withdrawal of the Turkish request for British protection ot 1.1 mjm- subjects 
in Rnsria. 

3 have also in formed the Consuls, 


The Ear! of Derby to Mr. Luyard. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 1, 1877, 0'35 fSi, 

DO you think Hint it, would be desirable In station :i second gnn-3ic|t in the Danube, 
as recommended in Colonel Mali s field's despatch No. 50 of the 23rd ultimo V 

Admiralty have heard that “ Cockatrice 5 " is stopped nt Sulina by Russians closing 


navigation. 


No* 14, 

Lo i d A , Lofiitx to the Earl of Derby*—{Received May 3, G‘&0 r,M, 


(Telegraphic.) -S7, Pdmb\ jM, Aftty I, 1877, ft r,M, 

DORS yuur Lordship wish me to telegraph Russian intelligence Rom seat of war? 
It will prubably be published by English press am early ns reiM'ived here. 










Consul Ricketts to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May I ♦} 

(Telegraphic.) T^jlis, May !, 1877. 

ALL thirty-eighth division gone to frontier except one battalion in Russia. I have 
no reliable information of the twentieth division, I think it must be on frontier* as 
I reported in my despatch No, 34. Statement therein seem* correct. 

No news of divisions which arc at present other cities of Caucasus. 

Si* regiment* of cavalry and 20,000 second reserve are to be enrolled at Rostov. 
Interpreter returned. 

Despatch Wo. (JO sent. 


No. 16 , 

Consul Zohrab to ike Earl of fierhy.—'(Received May 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) Erscroom f May l r 1377, 

SERIOUS battle yesterday fifteen miles in advance of Kars. Turks routed* 
Twenty katiuliuciH cut off. Must surrender. Kars blockaded, Communication cut off. 
Com mnndcrdn-chief was in Kars during the battle. It appears ( } In Kars, 

which will he probably stormed immediately. Russians have heavy siege train. Russians 
have passed Beynzid i are marching on Taprfl Kalclr. Turks retreating on Delihnba. 
Russian column mashing on Ardahan have reached Oldjick. Great excitement. Panic 
high. Population being armed and sent to work on Dcvehbon works eight milts from 
this. Mend-quarters will be probably transferred tu Emnjnn. 


No. 17* 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby .—(Revived May 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peru, May I, 1^77, 6 F-M. 

FOLLOWING received from Consul at Erzeroum dated yesterday 
£f Action fought on 28th at Emirhan in Ardabun. Authpities plead ignorance of 
result Have seen Governor-General. Said to mo, £ Wo nre mined.'" 


No, 18. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby .—(Kemia'ci May 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) Reify May 1, 1^77, 7 f.m. 

TURKISH Government has requested Mr. Poster to submit tallowing to Her 
Majesty's Government :— 

The interest and sinking fund of the Turkish Ibnff Loan guaranteed by England 
and Pituiee aumunte to 2f|p B 000^ sterling, of xvhich 72,OOfJL is paid by the balance of 
Egyptian tribute, and the rest out of produce of certain tithes and Customs duties, 

1. Would English and Preaoi Governments eon sent that the w bole of the 250,0001. 
Khali be charged upon tithe* and Custom duties, thus freeing the 72,OOOL of the Egyptian 
tribute tar ibe purpose of being applied as a partial guarantee for a loan the Government 
desires to raise ? 

2. Would English Govern.lit enter into any arrangement with the Turkish and 

Egyptian Goveninicnts by which direct Irsmmiii&sium of the Egyptian tribute to the Bank 
of England would be secured in such a manner as to be entirety lice from interference on 
the part of the Turkish Government until all the loan* guaranteed by the tribute arc 
completely repaid V 
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No, Uh 


Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.—[Eeceived May 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

(Conlklcntial.) Pertt, May 1, 1877, 11 T.*w. 

GERMAN Charge d’Afl'ahxs is using threatening language to the Porte, insisting that 
Russians should be placed under the protection of Germany, that the Capitulations should 
be respected with regard to them, and that lbe)' .siiall not be expelled the country, I 
asked why his Government took this decided and hostile altitude. I lo answered, Ji Because 
we arc with the Russians and tun. with thcTufka , 31 The policy now- being pursued Imre Sty 
Germany i» openly Russian. The Germ tins, at the purlieu tor request of Lite Emperor 
Alexander, have occupied Russian Embassy at Buyokdere. 


No. 20, 


Mr, Layard to ike Earl of Derby.—[Pewived May 2.) 


(Telegraphic.) Prra } May 1, 1877, 11'30 IMr. 

TELEGRAMS from French, Austrian, and Greek Consuls at Tortile ha state that 
orders have been given by the Turkish Commander-in-chief for the evacuation of the town 
by its Turkish inhabitant*; if foreigners choose to remain they would do it at their risk and 
peril, the Turkish authorities only undertaking to protect them as long n$ they are tibloi 
and not holding theratelves responsible when the Russians attack. 

■There are no means, the Consuls state, of removals; by sea the inhabitants, who 
amount to 20,000. The Turkish families arc leaving by land, and bunds of armed 
Circassians arc beginning hi plunder. French and Austrian Charge* d'Aflliiree have 
represented this state of affairs to Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs, who undertook 
to send order* immediately by telegraph to authorities to afford every protection to 
foreigners if they left the city. At u meeting at the Embassy ibis evening of the above- 
mentioned Charges d'Affaires and those {if Germany and Italy, it was decided to ascertain 
from the Consul* whether the orders had been sent and obeyed, and if not, that we should 
make rep resell Utr ions to the Porte on the subject. 


No. 21. 


Lieutenant*Colond Mansfield to the Earl of Derby.—(Hcci-tued May 2.) 
(Telegraphto.) Bucharest, May 2. 1877. 


NAVIGATION of tlic Danube suspended by order of the Grand Duke. British 
interests a Abated, A firm attitude is bring taken at Vicuna. Perhaps Her Majesty's 
Govern incut will also take Fiction. 


No. 22. 


Mr* Layard to the Earl of Derby *—(AVcchwf May 2.) 


(TelcRmpbie.) Peru, May 1877, LL a.m. 

HAVING learnt that Shefket Pasha had been named to the cbinmuml at + Shu ml a, I 
remonstrated in the strongest terms with the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs and (he 
Grand Vizier. 

'Hie latter has sent order* that the appointment i* lo be cancelled, and Shefket 
Pmdm will he sent lo a command at Baghdad, which is considered a kind ol exile. 


(Telegraphic^ _ . 

BRITISH steamer " Milton/' chartered to load coals for Odessa on 9th April, billed 
from Leith at midnight on 24th April, before {ledarution of war was known. Will she be 
allowed to proceed to Odessa? 


No. 23. 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. Layard. 

Foreign Office, May 2, 1877. 2*1:1 r,M, 


. 













No* 24, 

The Earl of zDerby to Mr. La-yard, 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office , May 2, 1877 t 3'30 r*M* 

WITH reference to your secret telegram of yesterday, we liuvo at prt$ent no special 
information to give respecting tbc movements til the Russian licet in the Atlantic* 


No. 25* 


The Earl of Derby to Lord A. Loft ns, 

(Telegraphic,) Foreign Office t May % 3 40 p*m, 

WITH referee to your telegram of yesterday, you need only telegraph any very 
special war news. 


No. 2G* 

Mr. Layard to the Earl ofmkirbtj.—(Rcecired May 2, T50 e.:r.) 

(Telegraphic*) Peru, May 2, 1877, 1T20 A.11, 

COMMANDER of Her Majesty’s ship "Cockatrice 11 nt Sulina reports that Turks 
uppear to be pattdyned, not attempting; to defend Dcftmtiicliii* having only small garrisons 
at Toulicha, isaktch&j and Machin. 

As tlm Sul Ena would be untenable owing to the blockading Turkish squadron h it is 
supposed to be the intention of Riishiiius to attack squadron by nnffins of sixteen 
Thortiyx'itjfl torpedo launches now on the Danube. 


No. 27, 

The Earl of Derby to Lord A. Loftvx, 

(Telegraphic.) ForaUju Office May 2, 1877, 5 H 2.0 r.tt. 

ANSWIiU to Prince Goitchakmv’s tireuEar went by post last, night, Telegraph ais 
oon as you receive it. 


No. 28A 

The Earl of Derby to Mr * Vildan. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreiyn Office, May % 1877, O’iO p.m. 

WITH reference to your telegram of the 2!Hh ultimo, Met .Majesty's Government 
understand that there are only two Russian gunboats on the eastern side of the Suox 
Canal, 

Does your i nib muiti tin differc* If so, telegraph. 

If 3 lei 1 Alajesty's Government arc accurately informed, there will he no question of 
a Russian flccl passing through the Canal. No advice, therefore, stems necessary at 
present. 


No. 2d. 

Lord A. Loft us to the Ear! of Derby .—( Feet-iced May 2.) 

(Tdcgrnplne.j 0 t PvtcrAiaryh, May 2, 1877. 

*\L DR ClERS lias sent copy of your Lordship's telegram I'equestiug sulh-emuluet 
for English and French Danube Commissioners to Minister of War, and has telegraphed 
to Russian Consul at GaluEz to use his good odices on their behalf, 


No. 30. 


The Earl of Derby to LieutennnLCoknd Mayfield, 

frde^nuilucA 1'drciyn Office, May % 1877, 7 lUl. 

WITH ipSfficto your telegram of May 2, Sir A, Ihielmiirni Cdt-ip-.g'ljs that no 
information hits been received at Vienna in confirmation of Colonel Mansfield* telegram 
eomimmEcEtted to me yesterday.” 


No, 31. 

Mr, Layttni to the Earl if Derby.—{themed May 3.) 

ITolc'ffliuliic.'i Pcra, May 2, 1877, H‘30, A.*n 

TURKISH Covernuuait has been informal from RurLbi that .the German Government 
insist upon protecting Russian subjects and interests in the Turkish Empire, and securing 
pritilc§s» of <*&£**; and declare .hat any »U«n,i. to expel »**.»« 
subject* cannot 1® reconciled witli position of 1 urltny »«w«S fcurepren nrtinns. 

' German Chargd d’AIMlw vestontoy protested 9gW»t ***««! l ‘V 1 u*wh in»n-ol-w» 
o! a UusAi ship at Sulina. Gorman Govomm^lt cvidgntly intend to carry matter* hoe 

I ltu-c SU informed confidentially that the I’ortc will give way on this question 
of German protection* 


No, 32. 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May T) 

f\' dejsmpliic.) A** May 2, 1877, 1 

TU RK1SII Government contemplate declaring Constantinople in state oi siege, and it 
rcnnrfc to that dlect has caused great alarm, especially to Eutopcans. I luu'e. strong y 
advised Porte not to take this step, which might lead to very scrums diihculLufS with 

ihi'cigu Powers :unl other compUcatious, _ t . . „ . ,, 

S have been told confidentially this morning that, the lurkish Government will 
not adopt ibis measure uni m Rumps actually advance upon Constantinople, or other 
circumstances of a grave nature render it absolutely necessary- 


No* 33. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby. —’(/ifwired May 3.) 

, ■ , Pent, May 2, IH77, D§) P.M* 

' Tll!‘ Minister of War given me the most pusUire it^nmcc* that, there is no truth 
whntevef'in ■ lu- reports sent from Hvzcroom ot a buttle IksIwuoii the I oiks anil liitssians, 
near Kara, in which former worn defeated: and that the Government has «*«•* 
n-temuu* this mOVning from M.mkhlar Mm. who commands at Ivnrs. stating flint tbc 
Turkish army has not left that place, and Lhsn thorn lifts been ms yet no hauling. 


Xu, 34, 

y/j'. Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Revett ed May 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) pa “’ *** 1S "‘' 5 P ' M * 

t’Ol.ljOWlNO (hnn Bmrpom to*dny;— _ 

- Moiikfilar Puslm retmtfid to Yctiikuiih llupsijuw ai Chirpeth, twenty nul^ wc^t 
(,!' R ar ^ Gircissiims will not sui-vu uudui 1 Mnussa I aslm, lhey suspect his hung 
Russian spy. They awriit arrival of Hliiiniil’s sou/’ 












LtOid Odo Ritt$cil to the hurl of Derby,—[Received I/ifiy 3, ftson.} 
(Telegraphic.) 

(( ^UliJcntlftlO _ Jicrlin, May 3, 1877, 10 i.9 A.M. 

AJiiMM kK fur f oreign Affairs informs tut that lie Inis told Turkics Chm#d*Aflkires 
1 int J llc Government do noi co»u»£t the right of tfieTurt|sb Government toexpd 

! 1C ^usamns from I lirkey, but that the refusal to admit the |)i'pte4pdn nf Russian interests 
^ '' ti’ienilly 1 owin is limisLiri], and callminted to G^liungt: GcTtnunv, who is otherwise 
fiiiMoiis to keep on die most friendly terms with Turkov. 


Hu. 3G. 

Mr, Layqrd to the Earl of Derby. —( Rrccier.d May 3, 3T0 F.M.) 

, Pmt. M«y 3. 1877, 11-20 A. if. 

dr ' “ ^tercuce fo your teleEmm ol isr instant il a second gun-bout can bo sent for 
tin? Dini ,mi j , it alight hi well to place her at. Kii3.Lci.idjb whore there to Im Kngltoh colony 
and impoiiant Dngltoh iutpk'bl!* Hint may be expired lb danger. 

A protest, is being prepared for own civ* nf railway, who lire Fngltoh, to present, to 
Russian authorities iji ea^e they should seize or injure it r 

No, 37. 

Mr. Lay or (I to the Earl of Derby. — {Dm'tvrd May 3.) 

(TategmdiieO. HH May 3, 1877, ID if5 A,ii. 

11 ta. of imjKjrtance to have ii bet Lit man at Sal uhlan, ami I propose, with your 
approval, to send Mr. Frederick Guiimicinu tliferc to lake diuiyo of the Consulatr/amJ 
Mr. Barker tcmppraviJy to Muuustir, atoo an inn ortind. ptoec at this moment. 


Ho, 3 ft. 

Mr. Lay ft yd to the Earl of Derby,—*(Jl$wived May 3.) 

O’ehigt-aphie.) ( _ ^ Porn, May 3, 1877, 12-2Q F.H. 

LAST ilight some btd-ters' aMps in Constantinople were entered by force by Mussul¬ 
man population and the Upend aimed off, purl: on payment of ball the price. 

JSnuad riots which may have Seri mi a reMiJls nru apprehended by some. Government 
Unwisely has mined and lixed the price of broad, 


No* 3 Eh 

Mr, Tnyhur Thotnuott to the Hurl of Derby,—(Received May 3.) 

(TclegruphicO Teheran, May 0, 1877, 

"MID Persian Minister for Foreign AfliiJlv has sent me a Mi munindum complaining 
urgently of tlio reeetupuLkm mar Kiulutrnnili hy 1'urkey ol the rmully forniod told in 

immediate ptoMndly to the [stood of Kbixi\ which is undoubtedly, under Krzcix.. Trettv, 

Persian territory. 

The Turku are said to have withdrawn from Els occupation last summer, under orders 
from Constant i iLoploj tosued in L'nmwpLOJU-e uf remonstrances from Perrin. 

Thu report nf its nmcn/ti pulton now 1ms caused much excitement. here, 
r The present ife n mm imlavoijmbh moment fur a tfiqfemtitt of lids sort oil the part 
<tS Turkey, us it may lead Pei da to despatch a force, believed to be already imdir orders, 
to the KcritiEiitelialj from tor, wlmsn presence then could isoi fail to bumper Turkey, even 
if it hi I mi Id not ncliuiELy crost the frontier.. 


0 


Ho. 40. 

The Earl of Derby to Consul Harrow. 

.. . foreign Office, May 3, OTT, G r.M. 

flWttj any truth in the report that a BrftUh Berner M «*» ^ “ 

torpedo at Kcrtch! _ 


No. 41. 

The Earl of Derby to Consul Sanderson. 

„ , ,, . Foreign Office, Way 3.1877, 5* r.M. 

^TELEGRAPHED to Lord A.f#ui to ask for to «U. MN 1 

“rfeSSrEET Jk 1 "»«“«“ uf War * aflJ has 

telegriplted to llossian Consul at Galate to use hit good offices. 

Inform Colonel Siborn.^. 


No. 42. 

The Earl of Derby to Consul Sawkmn. 

Hi Office, May 3,1^77^ 6 45 p,m._ 

^W'Urenee to your telogra-n of 30th jAbo 

to he informed of the precise or alleged grounds on wluch Urn l"du»try 

detained. __ 


Ho. 43. 

The Earl of Derby to Lytd A, Loftus. 

, Foreign Office, May 6, 1377* 0?5££-M. 

1,ad O.^riIHiel.1 *wN» 1* informed oft ho predw or alleged grounds on 

which the vessel is detained. 


No, 44. 

(toHtii Sanderson to t>,c Earl uf ffl,—(KMowsd .1% 3, 7 f.sl.) 

Gato, Ato S, 18Wi:|35 |m. . 
nfcll Vice-Consul at Ibmila telegraphs, shols exeffied between t>vn .ron-elarls 
and a Russian battery there. Small damage to tl.e to.™. _ 


No. ifh 

The Earl of Derby to Mr, LaytinL 

EufEiyn Office, May 3, !B7i K T'SO l^.M, 

2S^M , -4^» s »-« 9d r 

t!,!,t JfriStaS wWp# -f‘te *"*""“* (,urhlB his s,uy kTC ' 
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No, 40. 

Lieutenant-Cokiiwl Mansfield to the Earl of Dcrhy,~(RmivCtl Hay S.) 

(T(, '^S' ) , . , , , Bucharest! M<nj S, if?77, 12 35 l-.M. 

M- ■ i V tfl .ray telegfim of yesterday, tins information came from the 

niiiliBtcr lor voreigii A Anns that firm Ian gunge is being held at Vienna about Danubian 
navigation. 

kstt'cme section ol Recta agitating to proclaim independence of Romnania, 

Impossible to predict course of events. 


No. 47* 

Cojuml Suntit'rwti to the End of J)0hy^(R^m May 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) Gahtz, May 3,1677. 

AM informed thrtt at Roustehouk loaded barges under neutral flag me being 
stopped, Ik'ibsb owners of barges at Turiift-Screriit tear to move them. 


No, 48, 

Sir A. Ihdmnan to the End of Derby; — [Received May 3.) 

(Telegraphic) Vienna, May 3, 1877. 

Win I raeronee to your telegram of yesterday notes will bo addressed by Minister 
fr>! f oriHgn A flairs to lbe Itussisiii and Turkish (jovernments asking for a declaration that 
the life navigation of the Danube will be reestablished ns E®n a?> operations d war do 
not render its interruption indispensable. 


No, 49. 

Consul death to tl^ Had of Derby _ (Rcttmcd May 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) R m M m k, May 2, 1877. 

J. SMwMi C orps lit Eoutlchu reports Governor lias revived orders nn appearance 
ol .riu'inv to evacuate and destroy everything behind him. My Ficncb and Austrian 

colleagues have telegraphed home for safe-conduct from Russian ..mid^r-in-chicf for 

-lucigncrs driven from ImiHdai i n hnniuL I hey have also applied for sEiip of war at 
\ arnn, hngluili' und French Commissi ouei* gone to Touhdia in « Cockatrice” 


No, 50, 

Layurd to the Ear! of Derby,— (timivtd May 4.) 

(Tctegrapldc.) . Pen, May*. 1877 , <HB P.M. 

' ■ II II LV eivnee to Sn- Elenry IMhol s despatch No. ]:m of last year, ihe suL-cstbn 
that LI ruble should conned Malta with Crete and that Ihr-hirul ,lmuld llu.s hr placer I in 
diixict telegraphic ®>j mmmiuiti# with Constmilinaplc, is wo|hy ,»f the con side ml ion of 
, s f jov nil merit, ns our telegraphic hues may at any moment he inl.i-rmutcd, 

anfl some of then a are so already, Et is, hrittcrcr, (u lie considered whether, in the event 
ol it rosing m ( ivtu, 11 h- euiuuiiiiLication could tie maintained. 


No, 51. 

Mr. Ufttnl to the End of Derby.—faced red May I.) 


{Telegraph ie.) 


Pern, Mm; 3, J.SJ7, 5’30 r.vl. 


tVI'Vll e. J Oi I o / / * OMU | f \|. 

It,,, i.111 T nre " T "- V , t( “ Br?n ? 1,1 ,lle Isf, Consuls III Toititclm Imve telugrmiliwi 
ll,.It SuhI (isltd Ems informed them Hint lull warning will be given them el' his liqailuu', 


and that lie will arrange with them, so that lime sEmll be given them to ensure’ the safely 
of the persons and property of foreigners. 


No. 52. 

Mr. Lnymd to ike Earl of Derby*—mcctived May 4.) 

(Telegraphic.) Condanlinopk, May 3* 1377, ll ?*yt* 

FOLLCj^VJNG is official notification of blockade of Russian ports in Black Scli:— 
Article 1. The Ottoman Govern merit, declares the whole of ihc Russian Coast ot the 
Black Sea, comprised between Chnruk Sou, on Asiatic Ceast, and the Kilia, mouth of 
tile Danube, in Turkey in Europe, to lit in ;i slate of blockade. 

Art. 2. TEiq blockade thus established will take effect from the 5lh of May, and 
will he maintained by a sufficiently powerful Ottoman fleet, 

Art. 3, A delay ol‘ three days, reckoning from the 5th May, is granted to all 
vessels wishing to proceed to one of the blockaded ports, and a delay of live days to 
those who wish to clear from llie same, At. the Spiral inn of this delay any vessel 
umleavomiug: either to enter or in quit. the blovfftiffid waters will be treated as* an enemy. 
Art. 4, As regards vessels which, being on the voyage, are ignorant of the state 
of blockade, the «Ottoman fieri, on their arrival in blockaded waters, shall notify to 
thorn the blockade. If, after this special notification, the ships persist in advancing they 
will be considered as* enemies.” 


No i 53. 

Vfr, Layttrd to the Etui of Derby*—(Heceiwt May 4.) 

{Telegraphic,) . Pem t May i 3 1877, 10-45 a Jj 

IN uCcor dance with your IjoLiIsliip's instruetimis, Sir Arnold Kohl hall started 1W the 
hu&d-quarters of the r J’urkisli army in Asia yesterday afternoon. As all regular communi¬ 
cation is suspended, f directed tiic Gomininder of Her Majesty's ship ** Antelope ,K to 
convey him to Trebizond. 


No. 54. 

Mr. Ltiyard la Ut s End of Derby.—{Received May 4.) 

( r relcgiTiphic.) May 4, 1877, 12 30 r.M. 

IN consequence of the declaration of the blockade of the Russian ports, which no ship 
will he allowed fo enter after the 5th itistant, flic steamer mentioned in your Lordship 1 , 1 * 
telegram tif the 2nd cannot be allowed to proceed to Odessa. 


No, 55. 

The Ear! of Derby to Mr. La yard. 

Oyegraphki.) Foreiyn Office, May 4, 1877, 2-10 

BUITI^II merchants having properly at Galatv. arc ulmmed ;ls to lossus they may 
SEis.«ain to the eveni of a bombardment by Turkish men-of-vrai', Uso your he^t elhn-K that 
w;iii’' buiitsc.- ail finlatK, in whlcEi IhiLisJi propei'fy is ^Eort-d, may ha uxcihpted from bombard* 
ment to" destrueliuu, i! possible, in y?tsie of utteek on tin 4 lowu, 


No, 55. 

The End tf Derby to dJeutentwt-Ooiond Man-fidd. 

(’IVlegriLjiliie.)^ ^ (Min, May | I877 r 2-15 p.m. 

MLSHRS. I'llBOLOGO liaw written to me about the danger tq loss with which 
their property at Uahii* is threatened under preacru etirimManves. 

Von should use your be*l cJlotts Ibr the pi'L-survuLion ot Ihitish properly. 















The Earl of Derby to Mr. Laynrd. 

(Telegraphic.) For jp OJfi€c t May 4, 1877, 3 - 30 p.H, 

WIR COJLLINGWODD DICKSON is appointed additional Military Attache to your 
JLriibabi&y. 


No, 58. 

Mr. Lay nr d to the Earl of Derby,—(Received May 4, 4'45 Pit.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

(Secret.) Para, May 4, 1877, 1 ?.tt< 

I AM informed very confidentially tbnl four Russian shipSrof-wfir have been reported. 
nJT the eastern coast of Italy in the Adriatic, and that theia r object is suspected to be to raise 
Crete or the Christian population of Turkey in Albania and Bosnia, and to give assistance 
to Montenegrins. 

Porte believes that it can take measures to keep Rnsshui fleet in cheek, or to give it 
battle with every chance of success. 


No* 59, 

The Earl of Derby to Lord A , Loftus. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office. May 4, 1877, (HO p.n. 

CAPTAIN GRENFELL, who has been appointed "Naval Attache to the Maritime 
Courts, is going shortly to Si, Petersburg b. He will start lor Berlin to-morrow* 

Tc:bgraj>h to me and repent to Lord dglo Russell wlrothcr you think that under 
present, circumstances Captain Grenfell will be allowed the usual facilities. 


No- 60* 

CoHtftr/ Barrow to the Earl of Derby,—(Received May 4.) 

(Telegraphic,) Kcrtch t May 4> 1877. 

REPORT untrue, Russian steamers most attentive in piloting ships in and out. 
Not one accident has occurred to my knowledge nor likely to, 


No* 61, 

Lord A. Loftus to the Earl of Derby.—[Receimf May -1,} 

(Telegraphic.) St. Pctcrsbiti'gh, May 4, 1877. 

HAVE made necessary representation in regard to vessel detained at Ibrailn. Russian 
Government will eomunmirata with Russian military authorities aL E bred In. They are 
preparing regulations for the protection of foreign commercial iutaraets* 


No. 62, 

Cghsm( Blunt to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 4.) 

(Tutcgmphie,) Lidr m P pki May 4, 1877, 

SPECIAL Agent of Rulgariau Relief Committee arrived here lust night from province 
of Philijjpopolis, and reported as follows:—■ 

Hj Everywhere ijuiet prevails Turks eager for the Russian win - , but very well bebiivcd 
towards (he Bulgarian^ A few Circassian raids on cattle are reported, but not more (hnu 
uamiL Adiismoplcb nLo very quiet, but news uf English neutrality bus painfully impressed 
the people " 
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No. 63* 

Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 4.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, May 4. 1877, 1’30, *.¥. 

\V1TH reference to your telegram of the 2nd, 1 have no Anther information to 
confirm language of the' Russian Agent |cspCctin| Russian naval movements, which 

may have been meant tg intimidate, , , 

Porte litas, telegraphed to the Viceroy regulations promulgated at Constantinople 
regarding Russian slopping neutral commerce, Sc, t with directions that the rules l.p)r tnn 
Bosphorus and Dardanelles are to be applied to the Sue/. Canal. 

Egyptian Government have thereupon taken following decision: 

To stop passage of Russian men-of-was' through the Canal, j 

To permit passage of all other mcn-of-war, and all mercantile marine, Russian 

inclusive, subject to the right of scarab Ibr contraband of war, 

Entrance to the Canal will be guarded by torpedoes carefully placed, ami passage tor 

commerce will be buoyed. 

tf reprisals are made by Russia, her mercantile marine will be stopped- 
Decision will be officially notified after approval at Constantino]do* 

Question of number of troops to be sent to Turkey still in abeyance. 


No* 64* 

St'r A. Bachman to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 4.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1 .$#&• JS6 

THE Roumanian Agent promises to communicate to me the copy of a note which, lie 
addressed to Minister ibr Foreign Avail's tluee days sign, declaring thu( Rouninnia had no 
intention of declining war, or of changing her relations with the Forte, 

Under Swaeiry of State Ibr Fomgij Affi>ir», (iron whom 1 r-ceivcd the m iwnatnii 
rciiorted in my telegram of yesterday, a[t]i«trs still to know nothing ol (Ins com. 
mumeutmn. 


No, 65. 

The Earl of Derby to Siij A. Buchanan. 

SelcgrapUie.) Fw.iyn Office, May 4, 1877. 

INFORM Austrian .Government that as soon as Her Majesty s Governmentleuru 
terms of npt< on subject of free nuvffiation uf Dqpiibe, they will readily make a similar 
representation, and will be happy to join Austria in any slops for protection ol m;utr«l 
commerce ami interests. 


No, 66, 

Lord (Mo Rvuill to the Leri of Derby.—{Received May 4.) 

f Telegraphic.) Berlin, May L 1677. 

’ MINISTER lor Foreign Affnks telle me that the Porta append willing to agree to 
German protect ion of Russian interests., and that he hopes the question wl ]low JC 
speedily settled* 


No. 67- 

Lord A. Loftwt to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 4.) 

(Toleurantdc i Sf« May 4, | R7^2'15 a.At. 

f HAVE received a note from M, de Okm stating that the UiiFfinm fjuhiaij 
auiborjiy gnmted permission to English Dai||u Commissioner to return to Galata, 
provided he returns by land. 



E 
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No, 6&, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Mansfield to the Fait! of Darby.—[Received May 1,) 


(Td<?gm>hiqiie.) _ Bucmotf k 4 Mtiij 1877, 

MONITORS Tures tircmt sur batteries pre$ tic Jteni <kpui& matin. 


No, GO. 

Con'jmJ Sanderson to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 4,) 

(Telegraphic \ ^ Galatz, May 4, 1677. 

TURKISH iron-dad lias been firing on butteries below Rcni since morning. 


No, 70, 

Sir A. Bitcfmntm to the Earl of Derby,—■(Received May 4 ,) 

(Tct^raphicJ Vienna, May 4> 1877, 6’3$ r.M. 

THE following is the substance of the answers given to the questions put to the 
Government on the subject of the war:— 

K Every tiling possible will ho dene to prevent its causing European complications. 

-■ With reference to its effect on the state of things in the East, such influence will 
ho used under nil circumstances as the situalion and Llie interests of the Monarchy may 
require. With a view lo the protection of these interests, the Government will reserve, 
notwithstanding a declaration of neutrality, their freedom of action. Until now the 
Government have been able lo follow the course of agents without military preparations, 
ami they will remain stedfost to the principle of not. burdening the State by a mobilization 
for which there is no cause, and at- present they see no reason for military measures. On 
ihe other hand, the Government, being conscious that no Power lias more immediate and 
important interests to defend in tire east of Europe than Austria* are aware of the full 
measure of their responsibility. 


So. 71, 

Lii'uleatijii-Cuiont'l Mansfield to (he Ear! of Derby. —(ftt'peufeft May 4.) 

(Telegraphic,) JBueWesf, May 4, 1877, 4*30 i\m. 

IT is reported that a Roumanian force, with twenty heavy guns of position (probably 
Russian} lias reoctupied Kata fat. 


No. 7% 

Mr. lAiyard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 5.) 

(Telegraphic,) Peru, May || 1877, 3Q‘3Q A,i£. 

Wl'Til reference to your Lordship's telegram of the 3rd instant, I have reason to 
believe that the question between Persian and Turkish Governments with regard to islef 
in the Euphrates will be satislactorify settled. 


No. 73. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Hcevivrd May 5.) 

(Telegraphic.) Peru, May 0, 1877, 10 40 a.M, 

WITH reference to your telegram of yesterday, conduct of German Charge- <¥Affaires 
here, and the instructions which he states to have received, are quite at variance with 
assurances given at Ik rim, as your bird ship will lind by toy despatches. 
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No. 74. 

Mr. La.yard to the Earl of Derby —(Reoekcd May 5.) 

Perdj May 5, 1677. 

1 C Sa’sE inform AJiL% that I have «q«a*d Captain . Dl ™Jl| *3X2, 

would lie probably Some difficulty in obtaining permission for the «**“> I 
Dardanelles. ^ . . .. , 6 .<Ua™d" will go to meet “Helicon,” and tlien a 

W p can be"'a^redforxLcndji. If’^Vn.11 *41 *■*«“ « «<* ***** 

of a ship of war is really urgent, “ Rapid will go at once. 


Mo. 75. 

Mr. Lnyarti to the Eurt if Derby,— (Received May 5.) 

„„ , .... Peru, May 5, 1877.1230 t.m. 

L FOLLOWING telegram has been sent by Ihirtc to Vali <jf *[“ ^ftSt^abyntittor 

town by foreigner?.” 


No. 7G. 

Lord Lyons to the Ear I of Derby ^(Received May A 2-lit) I’AL) 

, , ■ k Parte} Muy G, 1877, I P- M - 

1 IK A VI ^informed that a private niriingeineiif. lifts been made by the CnmjKoh 
(VEscomutb at Paris in concert with a Berlin firm and a St. Petersburg!! brm, to advance 
foSal Government from 3.0011.(1(10/. to 5,000,0(101. sterling, at 3 per cent. 


No. 77. 

Lord A. Loft,is to the Emi of Dcrty.-(Rwni'ed May S.) 

(ielegrapbln,) . . flf Jjfc fflSfflSb 

well ill'ed n borei°uo“ d'[’> 1 think that usual facilife will be granted, as Russia is at war. 
3 be feeling here is very bitter ngcitist England. 


No, IS. 

Th Earl of Derby to Mr. Luyanl 

... Foreign Office, May 1877* 3 v.yi. 

' A wS 4 l [■dbrciiM to your JLram No, 19, unless there is urgent necessity to #tace 
Mr. ^S13 bn'better In avoid any Consular eh W lho 

subject is under consideration, and no salary is ul present available lor MoDMtir. 


No. TO. 


Thu Earl of Derby to Consul Stmdtvson, 

FarVajn Office, May 1 1&77. 4 

{ '' 4 pr'pRPSPNTAT’lON has lx«n ufedc ul St* Potc^burgh respecting delcuiiou nf 
iljdull^dS G^roment will eonuunuieute with their military authorities at 








IG 


Ibraila. HogutatioiiH are heiog prepared by Russian Government for the protection of 
foreign commercial interests 


No. SO. 

Thd Earl of Derby to Mr* LuijvtiL 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office* May 5, 1877, 6-30 f*m. 

WITH reference to your icTegram No. GGg Con inlander Drummond has been 
instructed to comply with your wishes a* to his movements. 


No. SI. 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. La yard.. 

{'J’ekgrapli^.) Eorcujn Office, May 5. 1ST7, 7 p.m, 

WH H reference to your telegram No, ^. r i, Indo-European Company risk me to men¬ 
tion, ill order to avoid mLiiuik: islanding, that Lhizir line from ttie; Semite*of Kurtcli to the 
Persian frontier is a land and not a submarine line. 


No. 82, 

Mr, Virion to {hi: Ear! of Derby.—(Receipt'd May fC| 

(Td egtapluc,) Cairo, May 5, 1877, 

V\ r ITll reference to my telegram of yesterday, might not defence of l lie Suez. Canal 
by torpedoes be very dangerous to neutral voxels, and particularly to our transports? 

There are certainly no other defence* available; hut 1 thinlt a simple prohibition 
.would suffice, as .1 doubt if a Russian man-of-war would enter the Canal to be caught 
in u trap. 

Shall I say anything upon this point? 


No. 83. 

Lord A- I oft us to the Earl of Derby. — (Received. May J5.) 

(Telegraphic,) St. Dficrsbufgh, May 5 P 1877* 9 CM- 

i RECEIVED to-day, by post, your L^dship's despatch No, intend shall conmiu- 
nicMite ii to Prince Gorteliukow Lo-momnv morning. 


No, 84. 

Mr. bayard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 5.) 

{Telegraphic,) Peru> May 5, 1877, 10 30 p.m. 

WITH, reference lo yum 1 telegram of yesterday, Minister of Marine fibs given orders 
that, in the event of bombardment ol Galattf, British property should be spared as much as 
possible, but: he request* that Gritidi flag .should be hoisted mi British premises at once. 
Will your Lordship telegraph to Consul? I have no means of so doing. 


No. So. 

Co hut'l -\itot j to the Earl of Derby —(Received May 5.) 

(Tdfgraphic,) Bntjdad, May || 1877. 

PERSIAN troops in Aiabislnn eoneeulrulcd on the Karoon River, eight miles from 
Aluliuimta*, sqmo of ihem armed wit.li Chassepoi rifles. 
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No, 86. 


Consul Sanderson to the Earl of Derby.—{Received May &.) 

(Tetarmpbic.) Galatz, May 5, 1877, 

\ BOAT was sent from Ismail on 1st of May to TmiUscba to inform Colonel 
Sibome he could land at Ismail. new* revived boat has returned wit 1 tout answer, 

commuti Scat ion with Turkey being interrupted. I have telegraph^ bemrig Ambassador 
at Vicuna to inform Const Amopb Austrian Commissioner has telegraph tlirou-n 
Vienna to Suite, 


No. 87, 

The Ettrl of Derby to Consul Sanderson. 

(Telegraphic) Ff>T y” 3h! M, ” J 6 ' &? 7 ' j ! 3 , 0 Cl' nf 

TCIIKISII Minister of Marine has given orders that in case ot bombardment ot 

Gfalatz, British property should be spared, a* far ay possible, but tie requests that British 

flag should fie hoisted on British premises at once. 


No. 88. 

lord A. Left us to the Rod of Derby .—{Received May fl.) 

fTelJBiul ) St. Edersburgh, May 6, 1877, 13-30 £»• 

T COMMU NIC ATE i) this morning your Lordship’s dc#ateli No, lbO to li-mce 
Gortchakow. On my finishing its pernsnl His Highness /hat. not •^>Hg 
mence n potanka} discussion, he should refum, unless ordered otherwise by the Lmpttor. 

from replying to it. 


No, 89. 

Sir A. Bmtumni r to t!ii Earl of (Rre|ireft Afcj. «•) 

, ,. . VUm,i, May 5, 1877, 3 i'.». 

I COMMUNICATED yesterday to Huron Oiesy lho substance ol your Uivdslii|ys 
telegram of lire 4th instant, expressing the readiness of Her Majesty sGovL-rmnint to join 
Austria in rciirusettting to belligcicn|& with regard to immtcim|tce ot future imedum 
Danube sJfl S Andt^f lids informed me to-day that be rr.U gwe tmnjed.ma 
instructions for the cornumnieatimi to your Ur<khi|> ol the notes wlnoh bo had sd,li,.s,,<i 
to Russian and Turkish Governments on the subject. 


No. 90. 

Mr A. Buchfym to tfte Ear! of Dcrhy.-tReoeiwd May (S) 

CSfegSrl Kmm, Moy G. 1877, 3 15 r.ll. 

1 HAVE eoniimuiieutod to-day to Count Andmssy your Lordship rtw « ftj 
ijn H chn C ircular Ho imve evident signs of eatiafsic^on whilst reading it, and ba\in B 
£35 it S, if'i GiS n-as to receive m, answer no other could have been ffftn « 
it, ( left 11 co[>y of despatch with h»n l« be tianslateil for coiiiunimLjlion to M 

Enipcroi', 


[5821 


F 










18 

Xix 91. 

Sir A. jEraeAanau to the Earl of Derby ( Rre?hid May 6.) 

(Tfile# rap It i ||) Vienna f May G t 1877+ G'tJG r,M, 

! LKARN from the Minister of Foreign Affairs that Austro-Hungarian declaration 
oS neutrality is about to be issued at Vienna and Pesth by the Presidents of the two 
Governments, winch will be maintained as long ns war does not affect interests of 
monarchy. 


No, 92. 

Donml Sail den son la (he Earl of Derby.—(Received Nay 6,} 

(Telegraphic.) Gafotz, May G, 3877. 

RUSSIAN Consul writes;— 

Industry rr not detained, lies 1 passage down river is prevented in her own interest. 
Slir would run risk of almost inevitable loss: below Itcni passage is open. 


No. 93. 

Mr, Luyard la the Earl of Derby.—(Received May C.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

{Confidential.) DonAatiliiwple, May G, 1877, II a m, 

WITH inference to my telegram of 2nd in&tant, it uppiSts that Shel'ket Pasha was 
not to have a command at Bagdad. Minister of War has sent to ask me whether 1 would 
consent to bis firing cm ployed in A imenbj where there is a great want of competent dimers. 
I am informed that Shefkut Paslb is a very aciive officer, and may be of great use, 
but I cannot agree to Minister of Waps proposal without vour Lordship's sEmction. I’lcase 
reply immediately. 


No, 94. 

i ''iff - Consul titokt'f f to flu- Earl of Derby.—{Received May G.j 

(Telegraph k\) Sulhta, May G, 1877. 

OTTOMAN - authorities refuse to allow me u> proceed to mv post at TuLteha to 
protect Hritish subjects awl interests. What am l to doV Instruct me. Ottoman 
Governor told me 1 Sill! if I went, the steamer under British ting would bo seined or sunk. 


No. 93, 

Ah', Latjard la the E«tI of Derby .—(iJecrived May 7.) 

{ Telegraphic.) Constantinople, May 0, 1877, 11 i\if. 

FOLLOWING frorn Rr/cruuin dated to-day;— 

Kin .1 completely eiurolanded. Circassian villages in Sohanlec occupied. Provisions 
paid well by Russians. Generals have published strict orders lo maintain HLrinlima 
Vmugers directed to arrest Cossacks at templing to pillage. r ]’his action lias produced 
very favourable impression in I he country. As Russian army advances, villagers, 
Midiommedaits and Christians, go to meet it with pleasure. Gink and ChildEr occupied 
by AidaliEiu column, which is advancing with the evident intention of turning Hitypuilcc 
position by way of Foiiee. It seems evkMit main body remains in Kars plain to ailnw 
wings to Hose round .Sogmike by way uf Pence and Cupricui, If tiiptuuvrc sneee.s-l’ul, 
Turkish army must surrender, People arriving from Kars rqmrt demorsdi/ation there and 
among troops nl Sogaiilce. Ilere arrival of the enemy is regarded by Armenians as Certain 
in about three weeks.. They may have secret information, Orcadian and hrogulm 
rA entry are arriving.” 
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No, 90. 

Mr. Layanf to the Earl of Derby,—{Received May 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) ConstantInoyle, Nay 0, 1877, 1T3Q P, jt. 

UH'IIM PASHA leaves to-morrow nuiruing to commence immediately the fortifi¬ 
cation of the lutes from Buyuk Tchekmcdid to Durims for the defence ol C onstantinople. 
Tie is also charged to make a plan for the defence of Adrianople, 


No, 97, 

The Earl of Derby to Mr * Lttyard. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreiyn Oftce, . Mr ay 7, 1877, 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 62, we cannot interfere with (lie Turkish 
Government in it lick choice of ofiieers. The effect on public opinion of t he appointment 
of Shefket Pasha to an. important command would lie very had, as hi-; conduct is generally 
considered here to have deserved the severest punishment. 


No. 98. 

Mr. bayard to the Earl of Derby ,— (Eeeeh-vd May 7, I'20 f.m.) 

(Telegraphic,) Donjitantinoyh, May 7. 1377, UH5 a.m, 

WITH reference to your telegram of yesterday. Persian Minister gives me most solemn 
assurance I, hat Persia has no intention of concentrating troops on the Frontiers of Arahisten, 
acid neither lienor Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs llffle im&fll anyth'll" of I be presence 
of Persian troops near Mohaui meruit. 


No. 90. 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. LayurcL 

(Telegraphic,) Foreign Ojfie? t May 7, 1-877, 3‘SO v,M. 

WITH reference' to your telegram sending notification of blockade of Russian ports in 
Black Sea, does Turkish Govern men l intend Kertcll ip be Hie port where tlie notifee 
begins to count, or tines i( give time for vessels to proceed to the several ports m the Sea 
of Azof and return to Kertcb, counting the five days allowed for departure at the port 
where they have been discharging',' 

Secondly. Does the notification apply to vessels which bad reached their port of 
discharge ou tlie Sou of A/of, and are being reloaded before ii was issued I 


No. 100, 

The Ear/ of Derby to Mr. Layout. 

(Telegraphic,) Foreign Ojj/jfe, May 7* .1877, $'43 1 J ,M. 

Silt COLLING WOOD DICKSON loaves |W t'oiisi.uniiiopjy on Thursday, Have 
yen ah the nuip.siind plans that, your require y if nui lit 1 could bring Ilium* 


No, 101, 

Tiff Earl of Derby to Mr. La yard. 

{I'd ogre pi ite.} Foreitjn Office, May 7, 1877, AtlCO p.m. 

<f 1IKLICOX " sailed from Malta for Constentiuupkr direct at 10 o’clock on Saturday 
night. 
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No. 105L 

The Earl of Derby h Mr. Layanh 

(Telegraphic,) Foreign Office, May 7 P 1877, G'40 f.m. 

BRITISH merdifi'nta Eire streaky representing that the (laya of grace allowed for 
neutral vessels in notificatimn of blockade iin r insufficient. 

UftE your best ufibi-ta to obtain si prolongation sufficient to meet eases of vessels itow 
on Lfieir way to Russian ports. 

fie United States allowed fifteen days, and longer periods have been allowed by other 
nations. 


No. 103, 

The Earl of Derby to Lord Lyons* 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 1, 1877. 

INQUIRE if the Govermnerit to which you ru e accredited will join in the following 
representation which I seal to Mr. Laynrd this afternoon ; 

British mfirchaulk me strongly representing tlmt the days of grace allowed for neutral 
vessels m notification of blocMgp arc insufficient. 

Use your best efforts to obtain a prolongation sufficienUomeot CEisesot vessels nowon 

their wav to Russian ports. 

The United States allowed fifteen days, and longer periods have been showed by other 
nations. 


No. 101. 

(huwil Sanderson to the Earl of Derby*—(Received May 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) G.atat ", May i< Ifti j. 

WITH reference to your telegram of the fitli, I have informed British subjects that 
thev should hoist British'flag, There arc batteries or troops qum'U#d in Gahta itsdb 
Commercial interests are almost exclusively foreign ; even houses u^d a?- public buildup 
arc ehfclly owned by foreigner?* 

No, ior>. 

Colonel Skeen to the Dud of Derby*—‘(Received May 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) Bagdad, Mmj 7, 1877, 

S1M1IZAUAH arrived sit Mlhome^h with a Inree and two guns, Movcfflient eou- 
sttterec) suspicious, as there is no occasion Ibr the concentration of troops there. 

No tOO, 

Comal Ihltna j io the End of Derby*—{Received May 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) Bosun-Serai f May 7. 1 s j7. 

(I Qv RRN O K-f 3 K X ERA L informs me that Is met Pasha LdcgmpU tlial he has 
driven all the insurgents in the north-west across i he frontier into Austria. I should be 
glut! to hear llii* confirmed. 

Freeman not vet arrived. 


* Similar' li'),'j‘niiM:> w-l l Fc a-L'jU l'i Berlin, Vianm, uin! Itflme. 


No. TOG a. 


Consul Cqrrutkcrs to the Earl of Derby,—(Received May 7.) 

(Telegraphic.) Taganrog? May 7j 1877. 

AUSTRIAN Consul officially informed from Vienna blockade Black Sea ports com¬ 
menced 5th instant; further term of three days allowed for departure. About ten 
British steamers here loading. Cannot possibly pass Kcrtch within said terem t our 
Lordship's intercession with the Porte requested fw prolongation ol tarm on account of 
the important interests involved. 


The Ditiuihc Eitropem Commission to the Earl of Derby. 

(Tultfgraphiciue.) Galatz t le 7 Mitt* 1877, 

LRS l)el£gu<k Auatro-llongroia so trouvaut seul au siege do la Coimrnesion onverture 
de la session printemps rcste ajournde jusque avis ultfirieui, les D<iE%uds do Franco et 
d’Angletenre wont empGclie devenir par interdiction dc la navigation. Ddldgtid A tamaiui 
par affaires, IMegues Ottoman, Russe, Itafien, n’ont pas duimd npuvdles. lour la 
Cum miss ion RuroptSen no. 


No, 107 . 

Mr. La yard to the Earl of Derby,—(Received May 7.) 

(Telegraphic..) Cto tinopUy May 7, 1877, 7To r.M. 

THE question of amnesty to the imprisoned Bulgarians having been submitted to 
Sultan^ His Majesty has expressed readiness to grunt ft, and it will be announced 
immediately. Sultan has also expressed wish that ShcfBct Rasha, who is now here, 
recalled from his command on l be Danube, shall receive no appointment whatever. 

With regard to Turkish criminals condemned for Bulgarian outrages, Safvet 1 aslia 
has proposed, subject to the Grand Vigor’s approval, that they shall be sent to undergo 
their BcnteuacE to' Benghazi, in Africa, where they will be under the supervision of a British 
Vice-Consul. I am afraid that it will ho utterly impossible to ohrifin caution of 
sentence of death pronounced upon two of them in the present temper of the nutioiL 
(Very Confidential.)— 1 would venture to suggest to your tamkhip to conimiinieato 
fihovc to Ikriiauienij except as to mentioning Sultan 3 ® name iu connection with Sliefket 
Pasha, 


No, 108. 

Mr, Lay ord to the End of Derby*—(Received May 7.) 

flkleamphic.) Constantinople, May 7, 1877, 10 r.M. 

WITH reference to my telegram of this morning, Minister of War informs me fhai 
lie has telegraphed to the Governor of Bagdad to iiscertam whether there is any truth 
us to Persians concentrating near Mohnmiuciidu Governor lias replied ihut msnourB 
to that effect had reached him through set ret agents, but the Minister of War attaches no 
great importance to them, 

Following ^ust received from Colonel Nison, dated 7th instant: 

"Shalraude arrived at Mohaiumumh with li force ami two guns. Movement is 
Considered suspicious, as there is no reason for concentration of troops there. 
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No, m. 

Lord Odo Rtmell to the Earl of Derby*—(Rriccirfd May 8.) 

(Telegraph ic.) Berlin, Mtiy 8, 1ST7- 

MINISTER for Fomfjji Affiitrs will instruct German Chared d'Affnircs at Constants 
nopjle to support request lor a prolongation of days of grace for neutral vessels in the 
notification of blockade as suggested by your Lordship,] 


No, 1 10, 

The Erirt of Derby lo Lord Odo RmsclL 

Foreiiju Office, Muy 8, 1377, 

GRENFELL hurl better not proceed to St, Bcteiraburgh at present, 
lie should proceed to the German ports in the Baltic, and endeavour to learn there 
wIielI he cam or Ruffian naval preparation* and probable movements., 

You should give Into any advice and assistance you can to enable him to obtain such 
information. 


(Telegraphic,) 

CAmiN 


No. ILL 

Mr. Layttrd to the Ear! of Derby *—(Jfcctfiwti May 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cotwliutlitiople, May S, 1877, 1 '1(3 -mi. 

I IIAVJ3 beet] inloimicd eonfihuntially that the Sultan yesEiuxliiy decided upon tile 
admission of Christians into the army, and ordered a Decree to that cflcct to hr? prepared 
at once* 


No. J12, 

Ueutvfttuil-CQlmd Munxjictd to the Kart of Derby,- — [Readied May K.) 

(Telegraphic.) hnchtiroRi, May H, 1877. 

KOUMANJ \N Ministry, under the influence of Prince Charles, is drifting; more and 
more towards war with the P6rto and a deelnratiun of independence. 


No, 113, 

i&siV A. Buchanan to the Ettrl of Derby .— (D.m-t'ted May 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) FtentipJ, May 8, 1877, 

BARON LOHN T EY<SEN, a cavalry uflicer* and formerly aidc’-dc^cuiinp of Emperor* 
and another Austrian officer* have received pmuissuw to join the head-quarters of Russian 
army of Danube, 


No. 114. 

Sir A. litrdliitntn to the Lite! of Derby.—(Remwd Muy 8.) 

(Telegraphic.) Vienviu, May 8, 1877 . 

THE Austro*Hungarian Government have already made a rcprvscntatloii al Constan¬ 
tinople in favour of vessels loading in Russian ports being allowed more tlian live da yf 
grace, nnd with reference to your telegram to Mr, J.uyard ol yesterday* they will further 
SOIld instructions to nkk for fifteen days lor vusfjds Liking in cargo, atni a sullicient time 
({) utcc I the cases of vessels mi llictr way to Russkih ports. 
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No. lift. 

■Sir A. Bifch/iuiin to the Ear! of Derby ,— (JZeceitwd May B,) 

(Telegraphic.) Vienna, May 8* 1S77- 

PRINOE REUSS is expected here to-day, and will sail for Constantinople on 
Saturday by the same Trieste steam-packet in which Count Zichy. will return to his 
post, 


No, HG. 

Sir A , Buchanan to the Earl of Derhy.^tReevived May 8,) 

^Telegraphic,) Vienna, May 1877, 2 H 20 r-M, 

With rcferenco to Mr Holmes’s telegram* forwarded to me by your Lordship 
yesterday, 1 am informed that about ten days ago about twenty insurgents who were 
driven across Bosnian frontier near RkEiues were disarmed by Austrian authorities* but 
nothing of the hind has occurred since, It frequently happens, however* that insur¬ 
gents make towards the frontier of Turkey* and troops do not take measures to oblige 
them to cross it. 


No, 117, 

Sir A . Putjid to the Earl of Derby. — (Jlert'ieed May 8,) 

(Telegraphic.) Rome, Mtty S, 1877, 2 _ 

IN e .-use:|notice of representations uf several Chambers ol Commerce, the Minister for 
horvigiL Affairs has alrjeudv instructed Charge d'Affiflres at Constantinople to represent 
hardship of short term allowed to nentre! vessels to leave and outer Russian ports. Ilia 
Excellency is grateful for communication of instructions to Air. bayard, and will ;it. once 
desire Ghargtf d 1 Affaires to join his efforts to obtain u prolongation of the period of grace. 


No. I IB, 

The Kart of Derby to Lord A. Lofttis. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May ^* 1-77, 5 Vfu 

HIE Turkish Government having now agreed to allow Russian subjects to remain in 
'Turkey under German protection* have renewed their request that furbish subjects in 
Russia may be placed under British protection, 

13cr VlajrstyT Government haw consented, and you will inform Russian Government 
and instruct Consuls accordingly. 


No, 3 IE). 

The Ettrl of Derby to Mr. LaynrtL 

(Telegraphic.) Fpm|ji Office, Mi\y 8, 1877, 7 J'-M- 

IT has beau represented to Her Majesty7s Government that huge British sleyiner^ 
after loading at. Nicnlaic^'JVgativog* and sonm other p*rts in the Black Rea and Rea 0 ! 
Azoff, arc obliged to discharge a poiticm of their cargo into lighters in order lo enable them 
to pa|s the bars PlI {)a|akow, Yonifeple, and othm - 'phu:i' 4 . The operation ol loading and 
unloading occupies several days, and tile owners four Lh.it by reason of lids delay they may 
risk the capture of their vessels or of the f||jhl4r3 + 

I 'nave to i 11 struel you lo explain the position of these vessels to (lie 'I urkish^Govevii- 
merit* audio a$k that time uniy be allowed them for lighten dig and reloading their 
vessels on passing the Imrs, 
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No. m. 

Lord Lyons to the Karl of Derby.*—(Received May 8.) 

(Telflgmnlnc.) Paris t May B, 1877* 010 M, 

WITH reference to your telegram of yesterday, French Minister for Foreign Affairs 
instructs French Charge d'AfTaires at CoitetenHiuople to .join Her Majesty’s Ambassador in 
endeavouring to obtain a prolongation of the days of grace allowed to neutral vessels. 


No. 121, 

Mr, Laya.rd to the Earl of Darby.—(Received May 9,) 

(Telegraphic.) CojumN iinoph, May 8, 1,077. 

VICE-CONSUL at Tolltcha telegraphy tlisiE. Captain of H Cocl{a|rice pr proposes 
leaving for Sulina on the- lOLh to avoid compli oat ions. 


No, m, 

Mr. Lnyard to the Earl of Derby*-—(llceducd May EJ.J 

(Tolograp^C.) Constantinople, May 8, 1&7T* 1155 p,u. 

WITH reference to your telegram of the “Lb instant, 1 am informed ihat. the Porte 
consents to extend term for neutral vessels entering and leaving bloekadcd porta by seven 
days respectively ; consequently vessels may go in np to the 15lh, and out up to the 17t.li, 
inclusive. 


No, 123, 

Cflirpuf Stanley 10 the Ear! of Derby .— (Received May 0.) 

(Telegraphic.) Odessa t May E), 1877. 

V AttlOLfS Consuls received telegrams that ships must clear to-morrow. 

Italian Consul just received telegram seven days' respite granted. Many English 
ships desiring information, 


No. 124. 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. Layard. 

(Tdegrnphic.) Foreign Off ct. May 9, 1877. 

BRITISH shipowners represent strongly that owing to the conditions of the Blank 
Sea trade in regard to lighterage and similar mutters and probability of accidental 
delays, Lbe day* of grace will be insufficient, even with the extension, to meet numerous 
cases Emtl avert heavy losses to British commerce, 

They urge that the time of grace should be regulated so us to admit of all neutral 
Yesjjfisentering the BUSjk Sen before the loth, being allowed Lo discharge anti bad in 
their parr of destination* 

Ask the Porte if this can be acceded to, 


no, m . 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. Lnyard* 

(Telegraphic.) Faretijn Office, May 3, 1077, 3 30 p.xf. 

BRITISH owners of tugs and lighters on the Danube near Calais have flip pi icp to 
Her Majesty^ Government respecting danger of seizure and destruction to which their 
property is exposed by proceedings of Turkish naval uud military authorities. They are 
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anxious to send the tugs and lighters into Austrian waters. Urge strongly upon Porte to 
Bend orders to permit these vessels to ascend the river without molestation from gun-boats 
or forte. 


No. 120, 

Mr. Tayluur Thomson to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 9,) 

(Telegraphic,) Teheran, M(ty 9,. 1877, 3'4fj p.m, 

THE Russian Minister having requested a shintlv private audience of the Shah to 
deliver a message from the Emperor, was received by J [is Majesty alone on the . r >lh instant. 
He then repeated the commnnicution previously made to the Persian Government referred 
to in tnv telegram of 30th ultimo. The Shah referred him to bis Minister, with whom 
accordingly he bad an interview the day before yesterday, when he was informed that the 
Persian Government, considering there was no call upon them to interfere on behalf of the 
Christiau?, three of the, great Christian Powers being themselves neutral, and that they 
were bound, as a Mahomtm dun Power, to consult the interests of Isknni&m., had resolved 
unanimously, notwithstanding their sympathies with Russia, and their grievances against, 
and national dislike to, Turkey, to remain neutral in the present war. 


No, 127, 

Lieuttnant-Calond Mansfield to (he Ear! of Derby .—‘(Received May 9.) 

(Telegraphic,) _ _ Bucharest, May 9, 1877, 

RUSSIAN forces are oreupying strategical positions hi the west of Moldavia, on the 
roads loading from the Austrian frontier. 

Some shots were exchanged between Kouiitanisn force at Knlafat and the 1 Larks at 
Wid&iu. Roumankn Government state that Turks begun. 


No, 128, 

Consul Sandeciion to (hr Earl of Derby? — (iter'eiiffd May 9.) 

(Telegraphic,) GalutZf May 9, 18/7. 

RUSSIANS' heavy guns opened fbe fretn Ibroiluand Turkish gun-boats left- 


No, 123. 

The Earl of Derby to Sir A. fluchtnu/n. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Offer, May 9, 18-77. 

t HAVE read to Count Resist, in Lhe strictest comftdonce, my note to C'omit Scltou- 
vaJofTol' May d. You may therefore also read or mention it to Count AiidriLssy, but in 
strict confidence, and to no one d&e. 


Xo, 130. 

Mr. Lfiyurd tu the Earl oj Derby.— -{Received May 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) (tortefnirriHopfc, May 10, 1877* 10,15 a..m. 

fjRAND VIZIER informs me that the KuhHuck erased tab Danube yesterday, Euib 
not in great force, opposite (dilute* and lhat they have commenced bombarding V iddin 
from Kahifat. 
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No. 13L 

The Bad of Derby ft? Mr, JAtnan. 

(Telegraphic,) pffiffi May 10, 1877, 3 -10 p.m, 

YOl R telegram of the 5lh instant lias been referred ti> the IlSard of Admiralty, and 
^ ,c y ( °Kieiir with you as ttj the (lunger lo ji'eutrjti vessels of a lorpedn system of defence* 
OftW have Wen given to Admiral Hornby lg station an iron-clad at Tuk Seu d, 


No. 132i 

The Earl of Dvr by to Mr* Lanord. 

■flSegraphjCi) Fordyn Office, May 10, 1S77, 410 p.m, 

Oapluicis M'C;almont, Trotter, and life are temporarily attached to Her Majesty's 
EjubiisBy, and will leave for Con shod mu phi this evening vlA Marseilles, 


No, 133. 

Sir A , Payot io the Earl of Derby. ~ ^Received. May 10, 5*30 p.m.) 

(Telqgmijbb) r j Mm,-May I (>$.877,3 P.H. 

(JOUNI CORTI informs me lie is to leave for Constant] noplu Saturday, 


No. 134. 


Mr. Stuart to f he End of Derby.—(Rucnaud May 10.) 

(Telegraphi|) /llic#s, Afajr 10, 1877. 

■ >'■ I-.I'.K war-steamer mlrrtTpted olE' Zeu ;i Greek vessel from Pkaicrium wiLli nineteen 
brigands and pi rules., well supplied wil.li arms, intending to commit den re tint ions in Turkey, 
Alt captured and linuight to Alliens, 


No. 135. 

(■onsat Ricfattx ty the Earl of Derby*—(Received May ) I.) 

(Tol^pli) r ^ Tiffin Ahy 10, 1877. 

ISCllkNZKS south i>l Gmanuya revutfed; {puL'tlea?} of these attacked n Russian 
fort, but were beaten elf. Despatch No. GU sent, 


No. MRS. 

Mr. Loijard to the Earl of Derby. — (Received May I 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) Therapy May 11, 1377. 

FOLLOWING from Captain Mnsgravc, dated yesterday: — 
ll in not true lluvl !be Russians cru-ssed Ihc Danube, The Governor wub niy 
authority, 11 


No. 137. 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. Ltiyard. 

Cftitoflphic,) i _ Foreign Office, May 11, 1877, 3-15 p.m. 

MAS the manifesto referred to in your telegram of 25th ultimo, respecting Russ inn 
subjects and vessels, and commerce of ueutiids, been issued ? 
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No. 138. 

The Earl of Derby to Mr* hi'vfflm. 

(Telegraphic.) Office, May 11, 1377, 3'jI> i'.m. 

HAS tlui decision of the Egyptian Government respecting Suez Genial, referred to m 
your telegram of 1th instant, hetm approved by Porte and officially notified P 


No. 139, 

The Earl of Derby to Lord A. Leftu.s. 

(Telegraphic.) Of*- 1 J> 1 ® 7Tl 

THE Berlin correspondent. of tin: “Times” to-day telegraphs £hiit there has been a 
oOrrespoiidcnce between the editor of the “ Ruski-Mir” and Colonel Wdkslcy respecting 
an assertion in the: " Ruskl-Mir” that immediately before the Russian declaration (d war 
Lord BcflconUld expressed his conviction, founded on rfjgjrts from Colonel W elgpg 

that liussb could not go to «tir. , , . 

This stale men i h $jiti rely without foundation, and Her Majesty $ Government wish 
you lo make this known to the Russian Government. 


No. 140. 

The Eari of Derby to Mr. Layard. 

(rlwnco *> ■% o.„ lfi n, o p.m. 

ITALIAN (Consul at Jerusalem reports apprehension on tlm part of Kumpeans there 
ai.d throughout Palestine us to weakness of garrison mid risk of disorders, Mivy hnir that 
troop* will be removed mid only local militia bit. Mu-dounis are said to be threatening trie 

country. . , „ 

Italian Government wish us lupin in common representation to the l one. 

U:i me know ii you think pbaitihi of affair in Palatine eom^ponds with tins 
in to util Should Con Hill MmmAi reports lead you to think danger imminent, represent to 
I he Porte the tticcssity of taking measures for security of life and property, 


No, HI. 

Mr* Layerd to the Earl of Derby.-—(Received May I L) 

(Tolegrupbifc) Therapus t May ll, 1877. ^ e.ii. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram of 9th instant Putin yesterday addressed 
ii telegram lo Serdar Lkrein, directing him to allow English tugs and lighters now m the 
Damihc to aspend the river if possible into Austrian waters, I Id is i« make ariun^eiucnls 
w ].lh It cr \ I uj erf y T Cgi lsu 3 at Hu stelrnk. With this obj vet 1 3 uivf ti leg r a ph ed in t h is sen se 
to Mr, Reude. 


No. 142; 

Mr- Luywtt to the Earl of Derby*—-{Received May I L) 

(Telegraphic.l Theraiua j May II, 1377, fi’3(| rvW,_ 

WITH reference to vour Lordship's Udcgram of 5th mdani Porlr inlormed Euipcrial 
Ministry of Marine, on'tlic 7tH iustunt, that tile ludo-ttllroppnn tdegfaph hue irom 
ICcrtch to Pei dan frontier whs not h submai'lnc cable, and the Ministry will isguc instrue- 
tions in onlcr lo avoid any misu nil erst undiiig In this r unpack 
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No* 143. 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May II.) 

(Telegraphic,) ^ Thertipi®, May 11, LS77 ( G'30 r.au 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegrams r*r 8th end 9th instant, Pt5rtg lias 
decided lliLtt vessels Jit Azof! or Nieohiiew may leave those porta up to the 17tli instant 
Hid naive, and shall then be considered n> In 1 uti their voyage so rhat they may pass the 
Straits of Kertch or Oebakoff ate Utc Lem of delay Jins expired. Their papers, 
however, muel prove that they quitted those ports within the time specified. 


No, 144* 

Mr, Layard to (hr Eafl of Derbyi — {Received May \ 1,) 

(Telegraphic.) ^ Thvrapm, May II, 1 fi7T? 7 E\M, 

WITH reference to my telegram No, h3, Forte Ians communicated the following 
official notification vein ting to bibeknde of Russian ports in IIlack >Sea ■ :*— 

"The delay fixjfd Gy Article 3 of (he Ollidal Notice of May 3, 1877. is prolonged 
seven; days. A delay of ton lull days, reckoning from May ft, s,s., is granted to Ml 
vessels wishing to enter blockaded i^Hs, and delay of twelve days lo those wishing to 
leave. At the expiration of tip delay, ail ships tfLtcinpting either to enter or leave 
blockaded waters will he treated us enemies. Ships now in the Sen of Azoff or at 
NicioliilcH'will not bn considered us infringing Mu? blockade if it is proved that they sailed 
hence during the delay of twelve days at present grunted.*' 


No* 145* 

Mr. Latjard to the Hurt of Derby, — (R/nircf} May 1 1.) 

(Telegraphic,) Therapb, May 11, 1877, 7' &0 1 J .M. 

SULTAN has sent Said Fastm, the Chief of his Military Household, to request; ine to 
convey to the Queen mul Her Majesty’s Government the expression of his deep gratitude 
for the answer returned by Her Majesty's Government lo Prince Gru'tdmkWs Cirenhir. 
Ilia Majesty begs roe to say that be and hid people feel most deeply the justice done by the 
Queen and Her Majesty’s Government to them* 


No. 145, 

Mr, La yard to the Earl of Derby -—{ Received May 13 f at my hi.) 

(Telegraphic,) Therapia t May 11, 1877, 10’45 p.m. 

FOLLOWING from Krzeiftonj, dated yesterday:—■ 

“ Kussinn right wing occupies Gaisman, Left wing work lug round by A in tub, 
probably iviih i he object of turning Uelibobu and entering puss in the plain. 

" Letters of Glli May from Runs state that Russians hold pod lions around fortress 
from i lino to dll cut miles distant, Several outpost skirmishes of no importance* 
Provisions, already gelling dear. Government reports action in Ankib&u, resulting in 
preventing Russians bridging a strewn. Kurds continue promising, but do not conic 
forward. Cireassiaus hore gel insubordinate, making demands Government QEmnot meet. 
Difficulty will he encountered in getting them Lo advance if not paid/' 


No, 147, 

Mr, Vivian lo the Earl of Derby*—(Received May 12.) 

{Telegraphic*) Caijrg May 13 r .1977* G'30 i*,m, 

I'OKTM approves proposed reguhilimig for Canid, but reserves decision ns to 
a I lowing passage of I toss tan merchant-vessel, Fgypt has mi other possible means of 



Ma&t Canal Ilian tornado®! bat if Viceroy™ bni fem 
__ „ tv nr nibses he will only then lay them down- Chamber ot Delegates n as 

, b ™’ t S00®0l. to P|T for assistance to Turkey and about 10,009 a® will be sent 
Kd of the Egyptian contingent about IS,000 J* TbM Turktsh mcn-nf-a-ar 

expected immediately to convoy tbetis. 


(Retfeioed May 12,) 


Gomal Rickette to the Earl of Derby 

„ p . .. , Tijtis, May II, 1877* 

1 IT il *k that arm arc being sent by Rattan to Armenian Claistians near Van 

mul other places. Also that the force ..ear AfchirtMt*'.is‘ [ nl ' vln £ ‘"Tcul-fh here 
eannnt votiel. for truth of above, but it is worthy of investigation. (..and Duke i» Here, 

but will leave soon. 

Revolution said to be quieted* 


Ututnmill-Cohnel lo the Hurl of &W^t li 'f ( W m 

VY I hie) Jhichftreslf May 12, l^77« 

( THIS debate y^ferday in the Roumanian. Chamber indicates that absolute indepen¬ 
dence will probably not be pressed at pimnh , . . , • *. , 1l/k p, 

The Minister'fur Foreign Alfuirs staled that be considered them al wiurftkth t,hc mle 
|n a defensive sensic. Minister President wa* niorc advanced in Ins language. 


No lf?2. 

Mr. La yard to the Earl of Derby.—{Received May 12*) 

rrdtigmplitfeJ Therapy May \% 1877,12'45 v.m, 

Cyri l { reference to your telegram of yesterday, l fear ilmt iberc may be cause fur 
anxiety in Palestine, as there is in many other parts ufTmhey, and I am do^JB al ) |TI " L y 
power t- induce Porto m take measures for securily of lito mul property, but it rcpl.es that 
engaged ns it is in a life and death struggio, it is compelled to bring up nil the oree it can 
dispose; of to the front, mid those who brought on the war must be nnswcrabju lor the 
coeseipiencba* However, 1 will continue to do cuy licst. 
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No. 153. 


Mr. Layerd to the Ear* of Derby*' — [Received May 12.) 

(Telegraphic.^ ^ ^ Themput, May 1-S7T, ]$ 00 p.m. 

.MAXH'KSJ 0 referred to in your Lordship's telegram of ycsfeElav sent Hume in my 
No. 417 of the BtEi instant. 


No. 154. 

Mr. layard to the Earl of Derby .— (Received May 12.) 

(Td^tpfiic.) Thvwph, May 12, 1877, &30 t.m. 

(HI-, lurk fall Cover mil cut states that gpt battle was fought near Batmini, Turks 
victorious, Russians lost 4j009 men killed. 


No. 155. 

Consul. Sanderson (o the Earl of Derby.—(Rewired May 12.) 

(Telegraphic.) _ Gubtz, May 12, 1877. 

J URklSfl jrtm-dad near lbraila blown up by a shell from Russian baiterics. 


No, 15(1. 

The Etirl of Derby tv Mr* Lay (red, 

(Telem-aphie.) Foreign Office, May 12, 1877, f» l-.M. 

Hill 1ISII shipowners desire to know whether ships in bluetaded ports may continue 
lo toad up to date of departure. They, assume th&L this was the intention oF'tfie Porte. 
Please usee]tain and repurL 


No, 157. 

Lard Lynns to the Earl of Derby.—{Received May 12,7 r.Jr.) 


(Telegraphic.) 

(V cry Confi cleuti nl .) ^ ^ _ Ffcm* 12. 1377* 4 Mfi 

rJilvM fl Minister for hoitii gH Affairs tells me that a telegram has 
Porib To-day from tin: Emperor Alexander, to his son in America, saying t|: 
wlifeh he is serving E* ordered to come inimcpitcly to Cronsiadt, hut' that 
for Ids disappohiWiyjut, he shall have command in tin: active an ivy ojI shore, 


No. 158, 

Consul Holmes to the. Earl of Derby.—(Received May 12.) 

P^plue.) Samjevc, May 12, 1877. 

r KERMAN arrived, affair of (Uainoteh misrepresenteth i* bride outraged. 
Confusion hud inaccuracy regarding affairs at Otdiicvo, which was a know, resort of 
in$urgL?nts, and which was attacked bceiiuHu Turks bad inferumtiou that Christians were 
assembling there to destroy Mussulman villages of GmtrM and Tclmkovo. Turks 
declare they were resisted. Details impossible by telegraph. Full report by next post. 
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No. 159, 

Mr, Vivian to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 12, id night.) 

fTele^ttVohie,) Cuiro> May 13, W7> & PjM ‘ 

WITH reference to my telegram of yesterday. Force objects to Viceroy s proposal 
to authorize piMno of Russian merchant-vessels through Suez Canal, and uijists t» 
their liability in the §nal, as in all Egyptian ports, to the measures applied to them i 

the other ports of the Empire. _ „ 4 . 

Porte sifrniiies its refldifibss to send naval fence to Red Sea, if necessary, o p-^ 

ports ncainst Russian men'ofewEir. „ __ 

\ i i:. 1 - l t - r > i, 1 mail itching his views with respect Te> Ihc neutrality of the ktna , pn f 
to remind Porte of Article H of the Act of Concession; to say that having no meinis 
of defending Canal entrance except by torpedoes, the dangers .of which are obvious, it l oi :e 
insists on exclusion of Russian morelmntuien, it must send ships to elite it* orcfem 

Meanwhile Russian merchantmen will tor allowed to enter, and V icerey suggoits that 
if Her Majesty's Government approve his view they might support it at Constants 

n ° V ^No Official not ill cat ion will be made till this question is settled. 

As a matter of fact very lew Russian merchantmen use Canal, 


No. rm 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Drrm^(Rrmvcd May 13,) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, May V2. 1877, 7 S '-M- 

FOLLOWING received from Military Secret arv, dated Erzcroimi, Saturday 10 aal: 
Arrived here Thursday sunset. Saw Governor yesterday and this morning. Rus¬ 
sians still halting before the forts, but have occupied Bnyasrid and Kagismaii. i«n are 
vew probnblv prevented by snow from concerted advance, . , , * ^ 

■ «TI»- nnsUs, I am told, will not he fully open (hr ten or iiluvn days, t iirkisli ones 
dtiferid passea iidiir Efewlt, Wfelsj, Millid™, ftiid Delator, with position at loprak KM} 

uudl. about 35 battalions. , „ „ „ . ... . 

*■* At Ardahtiii are 10 battalions, mid at Kar.s 30 battalions. I'«U t>f AnSahan a]jpre- 
Iicndnd, Will learn further particulars iretn SulUn's Ailte-de-cutnp ]mi arnved lreni 
Bnllck. After inspediou of feriifitiations here, i>ro|ose to jwst tu Uaitfdv. '> <H ^ 
reported dclieient at all points ” 


No. I Oh 

Mr. Laynrd to the Earl of Derby.—(Rrwived May ■■ k) 

(Telc^raphi.) Constimtittoide, Mtitj VA t L877. 

KOU.OWINt; Frmn Consul nt Er/rroum, dated to-tiny, 2 r.M.;— _ 

“ Snow and swollen rivers have proved ton spoil* obalaclcs, Ruejseeiu fell wmg tais 
iiilfen hack from Aintnb md and Was near Enelidice two days smcc. A column was 
detached to occupy Kargismtin, about 8 t f)0O bolding ISiLvu^id. 

“Cuimminfeaiioii by tdMaiih re-e.stat>lisbed wiLh Ivors on -Hh. Russinns hate 
witlidmvn from Hhiplaklcc tu Toured. Right wing is adducing. < t^.aiis vum- 
nduiiig great excesses oil roads, ill-treating Mahoipcthim and l hriatains, aiid uutbuiiliub. 
Villages begin to be deserted mi lined march eloee U Riy-vmmi.. l-imuiioiii sem-ee a,. 
Di^n'ir in Hoganlce. \uthoiitics hero being hard preyed >o turmsb are exhaust mg i.m 
town, and inhabitants mo beginning to (eel flic pressure..'' 


No. !C3. 

Sir J. Watifom tu the Earl of Derby>—{Received May 13,) 

{Tele"rapine ) . Af«dWi/, p A% 13,1877. 

A SHORT Preelauialloii cnjolniog on Spanish subjects in ^pain vr abroad the 
nirictcsl neu t ni lit y in the war between Itus&iu and Tar key has been pubhahctl iu the 















“Gazette” of to-day, Recruiting for ilui army or navy pf eitlilr belligerent in Spanish 
territory h whether by Spanish or foreign agent*, is strictly prohibited, A copy of the 
Prpeiamotion will be sc tit by post. 


Jfo* 163. 

Mr. Vivian to the Earl of Derby .—(Receded May 13, 5 F.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) _ Cairo, May 13, 1S77 P 11 a.v. 

D Rid SION fa hen last night to apply orders of the Forte respecting treatment of 
ueotral arid enemies' shipping in other pru ts of 1 ho Empire to the Huck Canal Police of 
the { anal, including right of visit and sviirehj will he exercised by Egypt. 

4 J >ortc to &e|l naval force to guard both ends .of Cat ad if they maintain 

decision to stop Suasimi men-oGwar arid a.rdtantmen, ns Egypt liaa not the means, 

r l^i'te reminded at the same time of the I4th Article of the Act of Concession of 
iSBfi* respecting neutrality of the Suez Canal. 


No. If]4. 

Mr. La yard to the Earl of Derby.—{Received May 13.) 

(Telegraphic.) Conxiq&toplt', May 12, 1.S77, 11 f.m. 

NOT WIT II STAND INC t tie distinct prom hi s given to cut% Shelkct Pasha was named 
to a coinmmid uL Etv.eromip 1 at once protected most energetically, and demanded that 
bis appointment should las immediately cancelled. This has been done lo-iliiy. 


1? o. 165+ 

Cantu! KickvUs to the Earl of Derby,—[Received Muy 13.) 

(Tclegrapbic.) Tijlk, May 13, 1877, 

TCRKS should take cure water-supply is not out from Kars. Communicate Cum 
etantiiLoplc. 


No. m. 

Mr. Ltiyaed to the Ear 1 of Derby .—(itaccuicd May 13.) 

(Telegraphic,) 

(Scoj'et and CoiHidtmtijiL) Constantinople, May L3j E 877* II a. Si. 

SC I TAN last week informed his Ministers that lie wus determined that Ips Christian 
subjects should be placed on .a complete equality with his MiL^ubnaii .subjects, and ibut 
they hI ion Id consequeiilly bo willed upon to serve in the army. 

If was yesterday decided in Council of Miuistem tlml the measure should he nt once 
adopted. 1 attach to ibis iMenuituumi. which has been communicated to me most comb 
demkdly, gnftil importune';. 


No. 107. 

The Earl of Derby to LieatcmnDColanvl Mansfield. 1 

(Tclegrupbiiu) Fviciyu Off ire, May 13, 1877. 

MR, LAYAKD reports that Porte hus ordered Cnmnmiidcr-in-chief to allow British 
tugs smd lighters to ill ire, if possible, into Auslrimi wiitcrs. I hi is to confer on the subject 
with I h r Majesty's C.'utisiil at RiEstchuh. 


Kt‘jivaU‘4 to Coniid Smidunop 
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N(>. 168 , 

Mr. Uyitrd to the Earl of Dsrti,.—A% 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) 0mW$W‘*> #* »■ l 377 ’ 

lScCT l Ml verv secretly informed that the Porte proposes to land 10,000 

Cirea^n coast. S tL.ohjeel. of raising the popuhtlion and attempt.^ *0 «* jfF the 

Russian lines of conmnmieatmn, . , <. 

llobavt Pashu would command the expedition if undertake#*; 


No, WJ. 

Mr. Linjanl to the Karl of Derby.—(Remted May 14.) 
n , ( ... Chasten/mop/c, 7 fey 18,1871. ^ 

(H S n s-» of Atsiderablc Turkish success over the MN» "» 

CUt f B Si?S3flargest Turkish irendad ***“! blown up hy accident, and the 
whole irew of l£)t> Mb with the exception ol Lhree, killed. 


No. 170. 

Mr. Virian to the Earl of Derby.—{l^oemd May H HS 

m , w y Cairo, May 14, 1877, IM** 

1d< W l i'nV!'eferen[:u to my telegram of yesterday, torpedo mi i* abandoned. atul ibc 
deleiiHs of lilts S|>k Canal entirely left to the Vwte if It maintains its Vision, S uvl J 
wldeh is ^jointed out* 

No, 171+ 

XILa riant to the Earl uf Derby. —(Jtei'yed May 14, 7 
/f n I i ; t Cmntfattiitwpte. May 14, ^877, I "30 t'.si, 

' * FOLLOWING from Coiicrul Knnbalb dated yi-stcriHiy, Sunday, mid[day 

■-Then- sinudd ho no delusion. Without money and without efhemnt cont.nl the 

M-e^^ly.+sn ~M* •»> 

Position here very strong. am! earth deftmeest as i.tr us tliL> g 1 - 1 , i . f 

S commenced. Approach hy OIU .. nor 

,f Not will island iug fcal nsfiuranc.^ I ^ credibly mforjued that nutJiu 
muiutious T nor prevision^ are stored to sustain eicge. 

Turkish position £>n 'I’ogutihdiigli very preearious. _ ++ j 

fl Russian refHuniuissuiiees iiidiCute plan to turn Dehhaha J 11 .V i- 

Bardi hv S'emdck prior W direct advlmee. If iMlV ^ "“' sl >«“ 

TUe ' i !‘i^hwo l ta'' ^aMCmn^kAiTclivef'rcIrcat (where?) B+rdeck road meets nut even 
«„C JS 8 tJSSw received, .hay keep any of the Unco othcevs you n.uy 

require.” 


Ho. 172. 

Mr, La yard to thv Earl of lh:rby.^{Ew\vtd May 14.) 
rr * ,.k May H, 18* 7+ 

( POliT!-; does not pretend to interfere with ships lying i« » hlopkaded 'un-bour 
They i.re free to load if they choose, provided they do uotcarry eontrabmid ol war nil 
luavre blockaded harbours witldn term grouted, immuly 17lh iiiatam. 
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t$i. m, 

Mi\ Layard k > the Earl of Derby. — ^Received May 15,) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinoph, May 14, 1877* 

QRDimS have been given by the Porte to the Minister of War to leave at Jerusalem 
a sufficient force to (protect 10 foreigners and Christians. 


No- 174. 

Lord Odo Russell to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) Berlin, May 15, 1877. 

COUNT SCMOl 'VAf-Ol'F arrived in Berlin last night. Me has comrannicEitd 
your Lordship’s note of the fill) instant addressed to himself to Count Bismarck, 

U has produced a very favourable impression on the German Government. 


No. 175* 

Sir C, IVyke to the Earl of Derby. — (Ht'cderd May 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) Copenhagen; May 15, 1877* 

RUSSIAN Legation here Eire giving larg^orders for gunpowder in province of Scania, 
Sweden, hitherto not executed on lurecumt of Swedish neutrality. 


No- 176. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mansfield to the Earl of D&m.—(Received May 15, 3 r.M,) 

(Telegraphic.) Bucharest, May 15 T 1877, lii‘39 f.m. 

ON the 13th instant Turkish batteries bombarded ICaiafal ievjerdy. ltcrnnama lost 
eighty-six hilled and wounded. A sm«U loss also at Oltcmtoa, 

Russian army is occupying Little Walachia in force. 


No. 177- 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. La yard. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May k>, 1877, 5 £„u. 

BRITISH shipowners and merobimts represent that had weal her in Sea of Azoff has 
delayer I loading of ships, and they fear that there will not be liinc to complete cargoes 
before date fixed for leaving ports- 

Ask Turkish Government if they will grant si lew days 1 further delay to British vessels 
in Taganrog and Sen of Azoff ports, winch are being loaded with grain actually the 
property of British subjects, and have been delayed from completing their cargoes by bad 
weather* 


No. 178* 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. Lay at d. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 15, 1877, 5 r 39 F-M* 

itRR MajestyGovernment have Icavm with &tis(uetioii the result ofyquT represen¬ 
tations si? to lltc proper protection of foreigners and Christians at Jmisidenu 
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No. m. 

The Earl of Derby to Her Majesty*# Consular Agents at Qdmn, Nicolaiejf, Kertch, 
Taganroy, Kherfapi and Berdyansk. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May l|| 1S77* 

AMMSSA3liR at Constantinople has reported, m answer loan inquiry addregwd to 
him bv telegraph on SatfiNay, that the Porte does not pretend to interfere with ship lying 
in blockaded harbours, and that they are free to loud provided they do not carry contra¬ 
band of war, arid leave blockaded harbours within terms fixed by lurkish Government. 


No. ISO, 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby.—{Received May 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) (ftiiitontffwjpfffi May l|,.l|77. 

V SULTAN Ming been induced by persons in the Palace to hesitate about granting an 
amnesty to the imprison ad Bul|»riftiis # I obtained a private audience of Ills .Majesty to¬ 
day, and have received his word that the amnesty shall he granted with certain exceptions, 
which are to be made on an understanding with me. 

I write fully by messenger who leaves tO'inoribW. 


No, 181. 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby.—{Received May 1G.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cbnskrfifttopfo, May 15, 1877, 

^ THE Porte sgitcs that Soukoum Kak 1# been bombard# and token, and that 
Mussulmans of district have risen against the Russian authorities. 


No, 183. 

Mr. Plunkett to the Earl of Derby,*—{Received May 16.) 

(Telegraphic.) , „ , wmqU*, ** 16, 1877, 

RUSSIAN squadron sails to-morrow from New York under sealed orders, supposed 

for Groustadt. 


No, 183. 

Cohnd Nhon to the Earl of Derby.—{Uwcked May LEI.) 

mWrapbic.) . Bagdad, .1% 1C, ^7 7. 

REPORTED thai Hashmutoo Dawylab ShaliKidiih at Mabomcvah has motived 
telegram to the following effect:— 

“Persian AmhassaSpr al Constantinople reports Nofiisir I asha UuMeh has received 
order to evucuifte Shnlha Island. Your Highness will insist on its evacuation; mid i 
\nasir Ibislia refuses, he will b. responsible. Tho fbighsb Minister at Telimn has instructed 
his A^ent at Basrah to support you. ffinul object- ol assemblage o! I ersimi troupial. 
MaliomeiuLi now apparent, Solicit instructions, Notusir Pasba received no orders. 


HfipmtftJ tu Si, rstotiburfh vaA U$wmntinople. 
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No. 184. 

Mr. Layard tn the Earl of 'Derby *— {Rteeiiwd May ! 7, at niyht .) 

(TclegropEsic,) Constantinople;, May 17, 1877, C r.M. 

HAVE-, received following from Vice-Consul at Trubittopdj dated yesterday 
evening 

i¥ Four ironclads bombarded and burnt Suukoum-KakJ ao.il two small towns. 
Upwards of 10,006 Dibaamns revolted, killed Russian garrfatiji; ^00 asked arms and 
munitions, wht(jji s tea in era arriving fetched yesterday evening [from ?] patoum/ 1 


No, 185, 

Mr. Lityard to the Earl of t'frfhtj.—ijit'ceicvd May 17 ? at night.) 

{Telegraphic.) Constantinoplfy May 17 1 1877, 7 I’.ii. 

FROM Consul at Er/erooiig dated yesterday : 

" liombarding el Kars commenced mmti to-day, Turks making a sortie immediately, 
liul were r^qulsed. Canrnloading very severe. 

u Spukoum-Kald taken by Circassian attack. I (eider, Aujcllah, and Zeluu tribes are 
joining the Russians in considuriihEc numbers., especially the two Inst/' Consul reports 
to-day;— 4:1 Gen ml Kemball bag just left for heud-qthu'ters at ZincviroT 


No. m. 

Mr, layard to the Hurt of Dr, by,--{Errrived May 18 } 

(Telegraphic,) Conntnniinople, May 17, 1877, 

GRAND VIZIER informs me that 10,600 men embarked to-day for Kmijukaleh 
and [mils of the eastern (masts ol' the black tea, where there is already a serious rhing of 
the population, Tins c*j>cdition is to be joined by mounted Circassians who are iu Asia 
and hy others to he sent from (.'onsfunlinopk-i 1 mnsjjoi'ts will touch at llaloum to lcoolvc 
15,006 IitceicIi- load!tig t idea Ibr distil liu lion among revolted tribes ■ an attempt will he 
marly to land pitft of the troops fit jlecfoiit Raich in order to cut the railway to Tifii&, 

I I iu hoped til the Russian communications will tie then completely cut oik I wo months 1 
provisions are also being sent to CiimeViEiil coast, 


No. 187. 

A/r, Layard to the Earl of f)e>[Received May IS.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cfen^lrtnim<?j>.ler* A/«ji if, 1877* 

AVI Til reference to ulograni from t’onsul-Ceneial at licgducl, I have been assured 
most positively by Pcraiun Minister that tin lmsliK measures will iic taken by Persian troops 
now r at Mohwnnienih, and that quriatiuii of the inland in the Euphrates is settled tor the 
present. 


No. 188. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby,—(Received May IB,) 

(Telegraphic,} Coi^tanlmp^ May 17, 1877. 

T SPOKE strongly to the Sidtun at my private audience uhnot milragis committed 
by the t 'ireassigns. [lift Majesty iiincciediuteiy sent a message on the subject to the Gram] 
Visin', vim infia'med mo that, in consequence, Circular instructions K''.v been sent lo all 
tjse provincial authorities diippting them to deal most severely with thosu tnarnudtws arid 
to pul a slop ill once to their cxcuescrt. 
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No, m 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby — {Received May IS.) 

nvwmnhic \ Constantinople t May VI, 1877, 11 r.M- 

WITH reference to your telegram of the 14th instant, Porte states that it mas on 

enforced agiiiist them in other parts of the Empire. I he draft ol a coiMmcation to 
that effect to the Viceroy lias been prepared. 


No. im 

Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby,—(Received May 18,) 

/'IVWmnhiM Therttpia, May 17, IS77, II evm, 

WITH reference to your telegram of 15th instant the Porte wfetf* that it cannot 
entertain application for further delay in favour of neutral vessels taking m caigu n 
Taganrog and Sea of Asioft. 


No. 101* 

Lord A* Loft an la the Earl of Derby,—(Received May IS.) 

(Telegraphic) 3k Petvr$buryh } May 17, 1877. 

f LEARN privately that Emperor uf Russia intends going on tin; Bill of June with 
Grand Dukes Vladimir ami Serge to Plocsebti, the present bead-quarters nt Grand Duke 
Nicholas, it is supposed with the object of profiting of the first favourable moment for 
concluding pence. 

Count Sehuuvaloff arrived last night. 


No. 183, 

Lieuiettant^Colonel Afield to the Earl of Derby.—(Reeded May 18.) 

(Telegraphic \ Ihicluirwit May lSj| 1877, 

RUSSIAN iBd-quaitci-s will probably be immediately transferred to liuehflresk and 
operations will be directed from hence. 


No, 108. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby. — (tieedeed May 18,) 

(Tcicgrajihic.) Therapht, May IS, 1877, 1 1 J 31 > a ii ■ 

THE following received tu-day liom Consul Holmes, dated kidr, 

^Freoinau arrived. Amiir of Gbmosch im represented. No bride outraged. 
Confusion and Inn&mmcy rcgiirding sifthirs at Otdiievo, wlnph was a knmvai recoil ol 
in&urgonts, tn id Viliiei was attacked because Turks hud mformation that Chvihtniiw were 
assombling tlicrc to tlestroy MuBsulmau villages of Oroshto and 1 cliukowo. lurks 
(ledlire limy were resisted. Detuils impossible by telegraph. Full report, by i»JR 


No. 104;, 

tryir A ► finch an\iTi to the Earl of Derby. —[Received \hiy 1^.) 

j HAVE read to Minister-of lArndgu Afliurs, who returned to \ knna yesterday, yqjir 
Lordskiuii letter to Russian Amhusaudor in London ol the 6th Main. He md in 
con te ii Is have aupArQDtly ctel lo be a secret, as they were already discussed in the 

[ 58*1 














press. With respect to the Sues Canal add Egypt, lie sees. no probabilityof their safety 
being (^ndangered^ sj or does he believe that tbc conquest ot Con&t-antinoplc is com fem placed 
hv Russia, (hough he appears to bo prepared for her chiming the freedom of the naviga¬ 
tion of the Straits, a question on which l think that lie concurs in the opinion of Her 
Majesty's Governraent, though 1 did not ask him to state his views upon it. As he ashed 
for explanations as to the meaning of your Lord ship's observation respecting the Persian 
Gulf, ! said you had only referred to it lightly, but that it. was a question which some 
persons might consider to include Russian conquests in Armenia. 

He did not. seem to think the reference to thy Emperor of Russia's promises 
respecting Bulgaria is feuflieicntly explicit., as he said it might he long before Russia 
considers the peace and safety of the Christian population secured. He also apparently 
feared that your Lordship's reservation might he interpreted by Russia as leaving her more 

free action than is desirable. „ 

l ie looks forward anxiously to the arrival of the Memorandum oi the question which 
Count lkust reports will be shortly forwarded to Vienna. 


No. 195. 

The Marl of Derby to Mr. Lay aril, 

(Telegraphic,) JMp Offtcc, May IS, 1877.. 

BRITISH steamer 11 Urbino" which left England on April 14 with cargo of rails 
for Odessa, is reported to have been stopped at Constantinople. inquire and report 
grounds of detention, 


No. 196. 

jlfr, Layard to the Earl of Derby.—{Received May 19.) 

frelegraphic.) Cpafltenh'nopiftf, May 38, 1877, 7'30 r.M. 

WITH reference to my telegram of the 11th instant, the Governor of-the Danube 
has informed the Grant I Vizier that, after communication with the Serdar Ekrcm, he 
thinks English tugs and lighters should mol be authorized to ancond the Danube into 
Austrian wafers: firstly, because of the impossibility of acquiring the certainty that they 
will not be employed by the enemy for hostile purposes; and secondly, for the reason 
that, if this concession were made to English tugs and lighters, similar facilities could not 
be refused to those of other nations. 


No. 197, 

Consul l-Jaimes to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) Bosm-Berai, May 19, 1877* 

FREEMAN started this morning to inquire into impalement cases. 


No. 198, 


Mr, Layard to the Earl of Derby(Received May lth) 

(Telegraphic,) May 19, 1877, 2 r.-M. 

1 RECEIVED visits yesterday from the Austrian and German Ambassadors and 
Italic Minister, who laid just arrived. Austrian Ambassador expressed a strong desire 
to net with me, and made many friendly protestations us to agreement of his Government 
with the policy of Her Majesty's Government 

Geruin Ambassador wuh reserved and apparently Russian in his tendencies, 

Italian Minister said that he was to inform Porte that Italy wus resolved to maintain 
straclcet neutrality, mid not to engage in any adventures, 
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No, 199, 

Hr. L„yard to the Earl of Derby.—{Received May 20.) 

_ . tr ... Const nniiaopk, May 19,18(T, 6 r.3i- 

C "consul at mavm telegraphs following. 4ated to-day. , j. but 

,< Rmeians before Ardshan carried tbc two torts tailed limirtjgulu yn.4ira.iy, i 

»•—-**-•* 

here. Christians without help * considerable alarm. 


No. 200. 

C'omsttl Ricketts to the Earl of Derby. -{Received May 20.) 

. , Ttftm, May 19» 1377. 

{ ™%ZmAL h’RANCINl goes to Tchran to-day ^ d^- 
WET ftPS S Sa surrendered. Not.** et.ee.ed 

near Batoum or Kars. 


No-201. 

Consul Ricketts to the Earl of Dnhj.-iReeeivcd May 20.) 

_ , „ , Tijiie, May 10, 1077, 7 W; 

( THE^rteon battalions mentioned in nay last telegram were not .siren prisoners but 
retreated. 


No. 202. 

Mr. Layard to Out Earl of Derby.— {Received May 20.) 

Tkerapitti May 19, 1877, 11 ^w- 

‘ "'wT’m' nferenre to your telegram of 18th instant, ateau.^ip^Urbino” armed from 

OdcJ Lids rnemh" and will leave-teM«u*raw. No question of detcnt.om 


No, 203, 

Mr. Luyard to the Earl of Derby.—[Reived May -"■) 


(Telegraphic.) 


Con shut freap May 19, 1877, 1W0 vm. 


GRAND VIZIER has called upon me to say that he nftjj..Itcv'"niS'tlint If the 
Servians are arming will. W-ta of a^in “ fe^ed X* 

Uussians find that they cannot crossthe Danube » g^Vied rat . to state 

Hillifitanding tbe assurances given to Austria, pass into bcrvia. Lie ne M e 

tM * % “J2fto ^InpbSlt Mr. White should be back at Beigri.de, 


No. 294, 

CieSle l .rmi-CWo'.el Mansfield la the Earl of Lkrby.-{Rcccktd May 20.) 

BiiclmnM, May 20, 1877. 

(TelcgmMfo.) , » j„ ..«[[ cftltie to assist at the passage ol the 

^ kttcr * tlic an,,y 

into Bulgaria for a short tune- ^--- 
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No. 205, 

Sir A , Euchaudn to the Earl of Derby. — {Received May 20/1 

(Telegraphic,) Wmnu, May 20, 1877. 

WITH reference to Mr. Layavd’s telegtfm respecting the Servian armaments, 
Gastrell reported yesterday that thy Hungarian PritiUffiMinister, who had been to Vienna 
to see Mini ter for P’o^ign Affaire, is said to lmva stated on ins return that it is believed 
Servia. will not move at present, hut that Austria-Hungary is prepared to occupy Belgrade. 1 
if necessary. 


No, 206, 

■Mr, Tayfour Thomson to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 21A 

(Telegraphic,) ^ _ Tehran, May 18, 1ST?, 

WliH icfernmeo to your Lordship's telegram* received this meaning, Colonel NTs on, 
on the 16th, telegraphed to me tiiat the Prince had stated that his demand for the evacua¬ 
tion of Shulhu was made with my assent, and 3 informed him at once that this was not the 
case. 

The Prince lias now at Mohamj|| besides horse, 1,000 infantry, and more arc 
expected; and as great ill-feeling exists betwcfti Turks and Persians there, E yesterday 
urged Persian Minister for l'o reign A flairs to order the Prince, by telegraph, not to attempt 
to take possession of the island by force. He said that the Prince had received no instruc¬ 
tions to do idv but he would not engage to give fresh ordure on the subject 

I promised to inquire of Her Majesty's Government whether any understanding had 
been conic to at Constant!bople wit!i respect to the evacuation of Ihe island and to let him 
know the result. 

Communicated to the Viceroy. 


No F 207, 

Consul-General White to the Ear! of Derby.—(Received May 210 

(Telegraphic.) IteUjmh, May 20, 1877, noon. 

MORE than a fortnight ago considerable military activity wtus visible, here which Jips 
since partly abated. About the same time Prince Milan .sent to Ru^jPei headquarters u 
relative on a special mission, with a view to learn Russia's intentions concerning Servia, 
and to complain ol Russitfo Representative at Belgrade, The latter 1ms been readied 
from his post since and whs instructed by Prince Gortchakow to coumiumeaU: to 
Prince Milan before liis departure in a very derisive rotie that the Imperial Government 
expects mo co-operation from .Scrvb, ami recommends her to keep quiet. Notwith¬ 
standing such a discouragement, Prince Milan has sent the mm relative again in the 
Grand Duke and it remains to be seen whether this second mission will have a dilterent 
result. 

On account of the incessant ruin during live days some places arc submerged. 
Danube again rising, Holtk ini practicable. 


No, 208. 

Major-General Stanton to the Earl of Derby. — (Rt'evived May 21,) 

(Telegraphic.) Munich May 20, 1877. 

I AM informed on good authority that LjOOO stand of old pattern breech-loading 
rife which had been recently sold by the Bavarian G overturn nt, left Munich a tew days 
since for Italy. I have reason to believe these arni§ were bought on Russian account, and 
imagine they are destined for Albania or Montenegro. 
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Ho. 200. 

Lord A. Lbftua to the Ettrl of Derby .—(KcieiVcif May 21,) 

(Telegaphie ) SL Petersburgh, May 21, 1877* 1 r.M. 

PRINCE GORTCpAKOW begged me torcj|^ to inform your Lnrdsbip_ that 
Emperor fully appreciated the frankness el the exposition ol" the views of Her Majesty's 
Govern men t contained in your letter of the 6th instant, to Count Schouvnloff, 

Same frankness would be evinced in the answer which was preparing, and of which 
Count Scbouvaloff would be bearer, 

His Highness said that lie should keep it completely secret, and not even communicate 
it to Austria or Germany, and added that Count SchouvalolT would leave for London a 
few days after the Emperor's departure on the 2nd of June. 

(Very Confidential.) 

It appears to me that the object of Prince Ctortchakpw is to lure England by delay 
into maintaining a passive attitude until it will he too late to prevent occupation of 
Constantinople bv Russia, 


Ho, 210. 

The Earl of Derby fo Mr. Taylour Thomson. 

(Telegraphic.) Ebr^ri Office, May 21, 1877, 2'40 KM, 

WITH reference to your telegram of I si h instant, Mr, Layard telegraphed on the 
17tii instant that lie had Uattii Eluted most positively by Persian Minister that no hostile 
measures would ho taken by Persian troops now at Molianunerah, and that the question of 
the island in the Euphrates is settled for the present. 


No. 211. 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. Layard. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 21 3 1877* 3 p.m. 

INDO-EUROPEAN Telegraph Company state that their land-line has been inter¬ 
rupted between Adler ami Suchulh Kuleh b.y operations of Turkish fleet, and that ilieii 
mechanicians have not t*een able to approach the stations to repair damages. Call 
attention ol - Turkish Government with reference to instructions reported to have been 
issued in your telegram of the 11th May* 


Ho. 212, 

The Earl of Derby to Lord A. Loft as r * 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 21* 1877, 4:50 lxai. 

AUSTRIAN Goveriicqjbnt have communicated to Sir A, Buchanan despatch of May 6 
to their Representatives at Si, Petersburg!! and Constantinople rtiapcbtip free navigation 
of the Danube. I have asked that Austrian Representative may be instructed to commu* 
nicale it to you* and you will address u representation to the Government ta which you 
are accredited, similar to that which Lhe Austrian Representative has been instructed to 
make. 


[582] 


* A similar telegram wai julilrt-saed lo Mr. UpR. 
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The Earl of Derby to Sir A. Buchanan, 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 21, 18#. 

WITH reference to your despatch No.450 1 of the 14tl l instant, risk Austrian Govern¬ 
ment to be good enough to instruct their Representatives at St. Petersburg}! and Constan¬ 
tinople by telegraph to communicate to Her Majesty's Representative copy of Austrian 
despatch of 6th instant, respecting free navigation of the Danube. Her Majesty * 
Representatives have bean instructed to address representations to Russian and Turkish 
Governments similar to those which the Austrian Representatives have been directed to 
make. 


No. 214, 

Ctmwl /trade to lhe Earl of Derby*—[Received May 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) RustcJttiijit May 21, IS77. _ 

THE Government journal here, speaking to the Mussulmans of the war, calls it 
Ihc war of religion waged by the Suitan against the unbelievers. 

Nothing else important. 


No. 215, 

Colon ci Munffidd la the Earl of Derby .— (Kpegived May 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) Bucharest May 21, 1877, 

MINISTER tor Foreign Affairs lias just announced that he consider* Roifflmia 
independent, and i* at war with the Forte* 


No. 216. 

Mr, Ltiyurd to the Earl if Derby r—{Received May 22.) 

(Telegraphic,} (Jon^taniinoylCy May 21, 1877_, l'J-0 l 1 . M+ 

FOMEOWING from Consul tit Er^oraum, dated yesterday:—■ 

El Russians captured ArdEihnu yesterday morning. Garrison suppled; to have lied 
after the assault reported in my last telegram. Further details tomorrow. The General* 
reached hcad-ijuutters yesterday” 


No. 217, 

Colonel Nixon to the Euri of Derby .— {deceived May 22.) 

(Telegraphic.) *B* a K l ^P' , 

PHRSI AN Shalmulidi ut Mokunmerah constructing four forts, two on Ml nit el Arab and 

two at mouth uf Karoon River* There is an assemblage of treiops going on at Kcrmansbah 
mid Sevcndej, in Peiftia ; object unknown. 


No, 210. 

Sir A, Ruchtimn to the Earl of Derby,—{Received May 22.) 

(Tclegrephie,) _ 

ConSlenlird.) Eicnm, May 1*77* 

1 UNDERSTAND that Count Audru&sy considers the Roumanian declaration of 
independence as an not which is provisionally pnimpm tatH, a& iu rjfeogmttan will eventually 

f i.fn Sir ArnpStl Kcnilall, 


*** * .b. , 1 *-, - >»»! ? ■ *? “ to “■ ** 

Principality to declare war and to be acknowledged < b_ 


No. 219, 

Sir A. Buchanan to the Earl of »> 

May 22, 1B7^, 

“MM* I-«--»? Jatsmassss* 

forwarded to-day to the Austrian Ambassadors ai bt. t etetsnu^u___ 


No. 220. 

The. Earl of Derby to Mr. Lwjard. 

. . . Foreign Office, May 22, 1877, 4'50 v '.W. 

(Telegraphic.) . , ; iltK \ 0| a tisfei^tion from your 

previously Sivon «- *4 «* ^ 

f p *—* 


No. 221. 

Jk. Vtean to M ®§! »/ Derby.— (Rccavcd May 23.) 

Cfiiro, May 22, 1877, 6 P*W, 

'“tssi*™.. - «*- iSi 

tgtxxrtas&wsw* •-* **f *• s - ** 

men*of-war, nnnr™ioi! not an neutralising the Canal, but ns 

^JSld t * S3&U AT ysi0 ** ri8hl0 ‘ 

« » 1110 <>ihcr ^ ° rt,,c ^ 


No, 322, 

LicAcnant-Calond M«»*K «• * ** of ncrby.-atoccM May 23.;. 

Bucharest, May 23, 1877, 

(Tek'gc&pbie.) , f a r.lpironth aiunver&arv of the accession ol 

Pri s ±^ c tx 

KiS r||SSwfe *■ ««• «* the m of the Minister 

President and the Minister lor Poreign Alton*._ 


No. 223, 

Mr. Ltiy&rii to Ih Euri of Derby— {liocnwt May 23.) 

. , Theritph, May 23, 1 877,9^'50 a,u. 

"ifft?U—»™ «w“ -t»-— »• «<teaagr as ■gaera 







The Latl of Derby to LieidcufwDCfifonet Mansfield* 

(1 elcgr&pliic.) Forcifjn Office, May 23, 1877, 4'M i\n . 

! ], ck!rctict to my telegram of 13th instant, Turkish Carntnander^n-lffief on 

Uaimbaol»|fttlions to permitting English lugs and lighters to psccrul into Austrian 
waters. 

Ml\ Eay&rd itistrnoted to. express <1 issritisf^blion, and press for reconsideration. 

No, 225* 

The Ear I of Derby to Mr, Layafd. 

<Tc]^Apliic.) ^ Foreitjn Office, May 23, IS?7, G M P.lt. 

^ f)U Ei despatch iNn, 421 of 8th referred to Admiralty, 

decision as to Captain Hobart having been taken by Her Majesty's Government with 
reference in neutrality of this country, nnri lining been announced in the House of 
Voutmons, cannot be altered. 


No, 220, 

Mr, bayard to the Hurt of Dttrby* —(Ji&Sciued May 24.) 

{1 elegnipldcrO •. f&eN^ufoJfc, May 23, 1877, 11 a.M, 

i rXht.iJiAM from Vice-Consul at T^ehiaionii, dated yesterday iiLomlng :— 1n OlHcial 
information. On pith Sabre IVba Ih-d Jrom Ardahtm idinnsjtwithout resisting. and 
^ilJi nnh l oO killed. I n30[is, following his example, (Unhanded. 117 

Porte has revived Infbrm^bn that Ilussmti army, 35,000 strong, ha& captured 
i iTn .?“*»*» loss, 26 pmees of artillery, and a number of old mid useless cannon : 
nbo\a 1 jO Killed, and as many wounded, amongst latter General Hussein Pasha 


Ho, 227 . 

Mr, Lay/ird to the Ear! of Derby,—(livceimt May 24 ,j 

tldegrapliicO Cm&tautim jf k', \877f2 i\u. 

:il. UtltlbJJUl has just read me a telegram which hv \m received from M. Rktich 
uud eojuimniHJiiiod to ilig Porte, containing ninar posseivr? anstiranees that Servian 
Government are not concentrating troops, and have no Intention whatever of iittackibfc 
, Ju r, y-, llc : to! l! r,ie 111 strict confidence that the Piudun ( biiBuh General had been 
inciting Sciviilii Gov am men f to attack Turkey, mid that he liad probably been recalled 
because Emperor disapproved of proceedingri. 


NO. 228. 

Mr. La yard to the Earl of Derby — (Recoiped May 24 ,) 

{leleg]a]dm'4 Constant imptc, May 23, 187”, 

W 111 reference to your tgcgmin of Mist- instant, Porle states that Indo-European 
telegraph Iieik teen injured by bombardment of Soukoum Kaleln Orders had been sent 
to Coiniuaiulcra of Turkish ships to spare the line, but it was found impossible! to obfy 
them ' and, though deeply regretting the circumstance; (he Porte {Iocs eie>e. Eice how orders 
could he given ni the preseni moment to enable the engineers to rep dir the line in a town 
winch la ill « fitnta of rebellion. 


■ it similar ti’lrprnin. lu CfiiDiul StUiJtrsOa. 
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Ho, m. 

Mr. bayard to ihe Earl of Derby,— {Received May 24.) 

El x Constantinople, May 23, 1877, 

(TC C TE1j!gRAMS from Sir A. Kcmball of m\ anli 21*1 lc P Drt *» of Ardahan 

a " d ^eX^tli his worst ferns are tfBizfcd, and that a aperiy retrwt on Ercinghiw 
is inevitable; that withoutmoney. provisions,sod ewrinr.Meritor 

fgr zsz ^ 

3 <t Kars, I at Rankle (the hcad-.juartTO from whoncc hu tidtgttphs). - « 1 owah^, 

aiea as.'jpg&g' a®a-ajg 

foroo „f Russians, aspoSaUy in cavalry, ,s 6b ^, XfJg'S 

htejtert to moke provision for the defence of that 

’’"‘“consul at Enoroum tekgmpU to-day that Ariel,an rood to E^um is o^n. 

fteema to Huisn «*L eJmandurin-ehief gone to CI«koAu<l.~^ 0™“' ^ 
reports serious <ucdteoM.nl and <li«atlsfection among Mabummedans a L imim. I 
Kemball’s account. Evyffitih aad all Armenia will sj^My tall nto tlw tapds d t ic 
R s : an an( j in private letter to me, he expresses opainou that they intend to Keep iL 
He S thn even now, with money and aumc 20 Eitglish ufcerfl to control its expenditure 
a d^nruld tie avsi Wri; foreu. he would .tot despair of turning |ck Russians, flat It witt 
soo,, lie ton late, aud it is for Her Majesty's Government to judge of the umfimm u * 
the possession of Armenia by Rwssh 1, 


Ho. 2S0, 

Mr. Ijtyurd io the Earl of Derby,—[Received May 24.) 

, |. v Constantinople + May 24, 1^77* 

^ 1 MluI'iM PASHA informs me that his pled for lha fortification ot the hues for the 
defence of Constantinople at Bnynklcheiuetlji bah been adopted; that la redoubts.s rc 
to lie coitfitructcd first, and the rest of the works will be begun in a month. 

Sir C. Dic&n will sec wbnt is going on there and at Adnanople, where home (urther 

defenijive works arci i undersUind, to be constructed. 


No. 231. 

Liwtcmnt-Colonel Mansjidd to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 24, at niyht,) 

(Tdegraphic.) Buchamt, May 24, 1877. 

^ THE Russians have numbers of boats und pontoons at Ibroila, GulatK^ and Item. Can 
cet others at Oltenit/a and Tnrnu, although Turks have taken away a great many. 
Quantity uf timber for bridging purposes is coming by rail irom Galicia, 


[ 562 ] 
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No, 232. 

Mr, Luyard h the Earl of Derby.—{Received May 24, at night.) 

(Telegraphic,) 

(Moat Confidential.) C&nxtantinopley May 2-4, 5 P,M. 

[ HAD ei very long conversation with the Sultan this morning. I have informed him 
hilly ol the state ot nSfiairs In Asia, qf winch lie was ignorant, and placed before him without 
reserve the condition of his Empire. The result of it lends me to make the following 
suggestions for the consideration of ller Majesty's Government 

Judging from Item ball's reports, telegraphed to your Lordship yesterday, the whole 
ol' Armenia must very shortly be occupied by Russia, r The great rise of (he Balin'.c will, 
1 Eli 11 informed on good authority* render it impossible tor the Russians to cross the river 
within a month or more. Considering this state of things* and terrible calamities which 
will be brought upon Maliommedahs and Christians alike by a prolongation of the war, 
could noisome el fort he made by Her Majesty's Government with a view to peace? 

Russia now holds u material guarantee. What dues she require for the better govern- 
meut and protection of Christians of Turkey? The Porte has already done much in the 
direction pointed out at the Conference; it is ready to do more, and I incline to think 
anything reasonable would he conceded by the Sultan, If the object of Russia be really 
to obtain an amelioration in the condition of the Christians of Turkey, she could now 
obtain it. If her object is to obtain territory, and to carry out ambitious designs* England 
might Isold language which might check her, 

I cannot fully explain my ideas in a telegram, but t think your Lordship will under" 
stand them. Should yon think them worthy of consideration, I think 1 could do a good 
deal here through the Sultan; and, after her-successes in Armenia* Russia might by 
pressure be Induced to pause. Tills war has already caused n great deal of misery, and it 
is impossible to foresee grave consequences to which it may lead. 


No, 233. 

Mr. La yard io the Earl oj Derby .—(/■iecriutfii Mtay 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

( Scc ^;) ' OmtimlhiQfife, May 24, 1877. 

I HR Sultan dropped a Iiinfjto me this morning that if peucu could bo made with 
Montenegro* through the mediation of Her Majesty's Government, he would be prepared* 
at their suggestion, lo make some territorial concession, to the Principality, provided that 
too inutii were not asked. The proposal could not come from him. he said, hut only from 
Heir Majesty’s Government. 

I told Mis Majesty that E was afraid the demands of Montenegro, hacked by Russia, 
would now he fur greater than anything he could agree to. He begged me it/ consider 
what had passed between us as most secret. 


Xo. 234, 

Mr. L&yard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 25.) 

(Telegraphic.) _ . _ Constantinople^ May 25* 1577. 

PORTE did not quite actualI; promise to alfow T English lug* and lighters to ascend 
(he Diutubc into Austrian waters, but, as l stated in my telegram of the Nth instant* 
made it conditional on approval of t qinmiindcr-bi-ehieJ: lie Considered tlic proposal otj-iid 
iv objection, and permission was refused, I have pressed the Porte on the subject, but 
without result, Porte states, that per mis* ion was about to be given to permit these vessels 
tn ascend above T'nook, when it learnt that three Austrian vessels had been sold to thu 
Russians, and orders had been given tip fire upon them and all other vessels that leave ( heir 
I >resc n t a a crl io ragt■. to prev ent Lhe e i jetrsy froi n buy ing or tal; ing 11te m. Sim ilar commute* 
cation ba* been made to Austrian Ambassador. 


Consul Green to the Earl of Derby*—(Received May 25,) 

(Telegraphic.) Bmiari t May 24, 1677, 

TELEGRAPH office refuse* to receive telegram* for Embassy and places in Turkey 
except in Turkish language. 


No, 236. 

Mr. Laynrd to ihe Earl of Derby, — (Received May 25.) 

(Telegraphic,) j 

(Secret.) pjgjjjjp iirtoFfe* May 25, 18*/, 

H OB ART PASIIA left last night for the Black Sea. I have reason to suspect that 
Ire meditates an attack upon Odessa with the Turkish fleet. 


No, 237. 

Consul-General White to the Earl of Derby .—(Received May 25.) 

{Telegraphic.) Belgrade, May 25* 1877* noon. 

NOT likely that Scrvla of her own accord should renew lucidities, hut it is expected 
here that the Principality will be ere long dragged into the war by Russia, ami* conse¬ 
quently, preparations are quietly and imperceptibly going on. 

The only apparent security against such u contingency arc the objections to such n 
course being adopted by the Russian Government supposed to he entertained by Austria i 
but unless these take more decisive form than indications hitherto given here, and while 
it is yet time, it may be too late. Opinion gaining ground here both that Austrian 
menaces t nay be disregarded, and that the Slavonic influence on the Emperor Alexander 
favourable to Servian co-operation is increasing. 

Sent to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople. 


No, 238. 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. Laynrd. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, May 25, 1877, 4’3G P,M- 

CQNSUI GREEN telegraphs that telegraph office refuses to receive telegrams for 
Embassy nnU places in Turkey except in Turkish language. 

Request. Turkish Government to rescind this order so far as telegrams from Her 
Majesty’a Consular Agents in Turkey are Concerned, 


No. 239, 


Mr, La yard to the Earl of Derby—(Received May 25, <M5 r.M.) 


(Telegraph ic,) Const a nt hi opk, May 25* 1877,3*15 P,m , 

' YESTERDAY a number of Softnn went to the Parliament House and demanded 
immediate dismissal of Minister of War and Sultan's brother-in-law. Deputation admitted 
to Chamber. Deputies uml President ■commuhieated the demand to the Grind Vizier, 
wim bus refused to comply and state of siege is proclaimed, I have urgently represented 
Lu His Highness the grind importance of avoiding the application tiS this measure to 
foreigners, and he has premised me that orders shall he given to tlie authorities not to 
molest them in any way, 

(Most Confidential.) 

Grand Vizier states, and I believe with some reason, that demonstration of yesterday 
was brought about by Mr. Butler Jolmstone* who by bis money and intrigues as doing a 
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great deal of mischief. It ss most unfortunate that it should have taken place, as the 
Sultan was about to dismiss both Ministers, and now be cannot yield to intimidation 


No. 240. 

Consul! Ricketts to the Earl of Derby .— {Received May 26.) 

(Telegraphic,) Tijiis, May 23, 1877. 

GOVERNOR of Aidahnn supposed to have been bribed. Sec my despatch No. 80. 
An attempt is, 1 hear, being made to bribe Governor and people of Kars. Grand Duke 
goes to Alex and ropol. 


N o* 241, 

Mr. Lttyard to the Earl of Derby .—(Jtecftved May 26.) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinople) May 25, 1877. 

I HAVE induced Minister for Foreign Affairs to declare that the Porte will direct 
Niissir Pa$ha, of Basra, not to inlerfere with the island in the Euphrates, provided the 
Persians will engage not to raise any buildings upon it until the question of ownership be 
decided, Persian Minister considers the proposal fair and has promised to recommend his 
Government, by telegraph, to accept it. A word from you]' Lordship at Tehran would be 
useful . The only other question at this moment between Persia and Turkey is the removal 
from Bagdad of Abbas Muza, to which the Shah appears to attach no exaggerated importance. 
I have telegraphed to Consul-General at Bagdad to make every effort to get. the Prince 
to agree to the proposal of the Porte; that he should Sprue to Constantinople on a visit if 
he will not consent to go elsewhere. I would be glad if you would telegraph to him in 
the same sense. I have begged Persian Minister not to raise any other question, and he 
has promised not to do so, but [, of course, cannot say he will not. Porte seems disposed 
to lend an Ambassador to Tehran at once, and if a proper man were selected for the post 
it would he a good thing for it to do. 

I have sent above to Tehran, 


No. 242. 

Mr. Lu.yo.rd to the Earl of Derby ,—(Eeeciuctf May 20.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cuniiantftto^fe, May 25 f 1877* GGO r.M, 

1 HAVE urged Grand Vizier to take immediate steps to inquire into circumstances 
of the escape of the Greek brigands from Janina (?), about which Mr. Stuart has written 
to your Lordship, and to punish Hussein Pasha if it is proved that he connived at it. His 
Highness has promised to tin this. 


No. 243. 

Mr. Layard to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 26,) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, May 26, 1377- 

AV1TH reference to my telegram of yesterday, I now find Hobart Pasha was unable 
to leave yesterday. 


No. 244. 

Mr. Fuimhi to the Earl of Derby. —{Jfcariwd May 2b.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo t May 20, 1877, 8 A .1ft 

THE Viceroy, before officially promulgating new regulations for the Suez Canal in 
accordance with the last decision of the Porte, us reported in my te leg rum of the 22nd 


JO.AU1IL1 a .A 4 UT 


instant, asks if Her Majesty’s Government have any objections (hereto, or any modifica¬ 
tions to propose, and oilers to adopt and urge as his own at Constantinople the views of 
Her Majesty's Government beforo it is too late, i have conveyed fo the Viceroy the 
sense of yonr Lordship’s despatch No. 68 of the 16th instant. 


No. 245. 


LititUoatint-Colonel Mansfield to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 2(h)- 


(Telegraphic.) Bucharest, Mtiy 26, 187/. 

THE following la from trustworthy sources Di vision of the ft It Russian Corps 
crosses Alula River to-day for Kalafat, whence Widdiu will be shall (id at an curly date 
with the heaviest guns by Russians and Roumanians, and, if possible, be rendered 
untenable. 


Ho. 246. 

Lieuieiutnt Coltmel Mamjirhl to the End of Derby, — [Received May 20.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

(Con li de nttnl,) _ &u& a rest , Afflj 26, 18 a ■ 

IT it rep or led to me that the Russians arc not making long or extensive contracts 
Ibr corn. On all shirs it is reported lhat there is rm impression at ttier Russian bead- 
quarter.'that Russia tin 1 y, perhaps, be disposed to (rent, and will not cross the Danube. 
I do not tumw whether these rumours have any significance. 


No* 247. 

LkuW&if* Col on id Mansfield to the Earl of Derby.—{Received May 27.) 

(Telegraphic.) Euchitrest t May 26, lS7r P 4 iMt. 

lU 'SPIAN troops have already some difficulty in obtaining provisions even in this 
country, Mr at and forage very scarce. 


No. 248. 

Uetitemtnt-Colonel Mansfield to the Earl of Derby .—(JfyauTftj May 27.) 

(Telegraphic.) Bochareai f May 20, 1877, 5 f.u. 

OUR Vice-Consul in Litlle Wal lath la reports to nm that hu has secret Information 
that measures are bung ordered which would indicate that a Russian force might cross 
1 he Danube at Pristohi, above Widdjhj and take (he line of (he Tinioc. 


No, 24D. 

Consul Sanderson to the Earl of Derby*—(Received May 27.) 

(Telegraphic.) Galatz } May 26, 1877, 4 r M. 

A TURKISH turret-ship struck n torpelo and was lust near Ibraijn this ntdrnuig. 
Russian Circassian troops aie being sent back towards Russia, Weather wet. River 
high. 


rs»2] 
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Xn, 255. 

Consul Rich cits to the Hurt of Derby, — [Received May 27.) 

( l fe«P)“^) T TO „„ . Tiflig, Mny 26, !877. 

GLNJ-.l! AL FRANK 1M gone to Tehran to induce Persia to take part against 
I nrkey. 1 


No. 251. 

:Ur. bayard to the Kart of Her by ,— (Received May 27.) 

( 1 oIcpzn >h in } 77 a c rOjnu t M« V 37, (87 7, 1-15 r.H, 

I IIAMv f|cn the draft of the Ehcyrltcal mldrcts&cd by th^rcek pEitrmreh to ihc 
metropolitans, hialiops, and 1‘ailMul ol the Greek Church, which will lie published fmniu- 
rtailrly* It denounces the war urged by Russia as unjust and muiceessaryj and as not 
inarm in the interest of the Christians, and if rails upon the CJrnetka to support ilie 
hulioti, Such rm lippcal;E iels tiover l&n^ addressed liHbre to the (3recks and the Greek 
Church, aru] may have great eflceL even in IJu.-sih, I believe il to be quite spontaneous, 
ami if nifordfl a very remarkable prool 1 ol' ihe real reelin'; mining ihc Olm§iai& in thia 
country, 


No, 252, 

Sir J. IVttithtivi to the Kart of Derby*—{Keedeed May 27.) 

f I elcgmil^;) .1 forfriit , 21% 27, 1877, ^ F.M. 

' V K-CUNSIJL ELI Urtngemi reports arrival thereon ibc- iMth iuslain, from Spezin, 
ol ^ussiflu mon.of.war " [kdropatilovski; 1 carrying thirl v-four guns, mid with crew of G5Q 
men. She remains In port, liar Captain having left for Madrid. 


No, 253, 

Lord A. Loft an to the Karl of Derby .—(Received May 27.1 

(Idea rap hie.) 

{Confidentiah) _ St. Pclwtmryh, May 27, 1877, 2-30 l-.K. 

KUbkJAN Ambassador al Vienna will arrive here fo-nldit, and Ida report of die 
views id tin: Austrian Government will deride nature- of the miffwer of (lie Russian Govern* 
merit lu your Lordship's letter to Russian Ambassador in London. 

I have bud ,tii interview wil.li the Russian Adibiissiidoi' In Lumfon this moiTiing, lie 
w-dl live ve on Sun day mat luJ- London, and he hopes that the answer i>) he will he'nble in 
give will be SEilisfEtcl.ory lu Her Miyc.slyb* Government. He considers that the IJurdiindk-s 
question cannot be treated by Russia aisrl Turkey alone; bm In concert with Europe, He 
assured me that. terms of lilt ure peace will be concerted with Riimpi mi Powers As rounds 
i-oarnsiriMii mdi pi ndcnccj Uus-diL., Iicj says, disapproves it, and will lake no slops in regard 
to n without European concert. i could perceive that doubts are uittcatuiued uf Ansirin. 
atid fears dial ECuglaiid will be to due need by her regards future orgmiisiit ion uf CliHstiun 
provinces ol' Turkey. 


No* 254, 

Mr. Layurd to (tie Kurt of Derby.-—(Received Nay 27.) 

(Telegraphic,) _ _ May 27, L8 % 7-15 imi. 

FOLLOW INCJ from Military Fcerdary at Hrzcroorm Pripny afk-rmion :__ 

" Returned yesterday morning from Burdcfe. Russian 're^filUia^dnee rtporleri 
cowards iViumk acnl Olti, and in di red ton of Van, hut main body iipporenllv utLemptiim 
eapluie o| Kars. Very litth- progress tmnlc here lor eoinplelion oi earthwnths toward^ 
llusmus Kalu and on Olti mud* Heavy gunsipid ammuiLition on the j<ml from 1'rehi/fjnd, 


thanks tu Mnrrui ITlkIsh ; bul so many ol' the wheels ol the gun-e&mages found voilmi, 
looking like foul play. No news oi r garrison of Ardalian. All, with die exception of 
some 500 fugitives, supposed to lie capturedT 


No. 255. 

Mr. Layttrd to thr Kart of Derby.—(ttccdml May 27.) 

(Triegraplne.) Tkorayiti, May 27, 1877* 7*45 r.Ji, 

FOLLOVVING from Consul at Krzeremit, dated to-day ;— 

“ Bombardment at Kars, alter cFonlimung at tutervals for tluec days, bus ceased, 
C ruivoy of twelve carts, and otic of forty-sis liorses^ and ammunition proeecdbig to Van 
taken by Russians near Mrtieh. Hcacl-Hpiurtevs of \'..u division re pur Led at Baghiri. 
llusHiun coin urn <ximiag from left wing advimeing lowards it. iVequeril skinnkboa. 
between out posts, Decisive act ion rx farcied, liussjan seouts seen cloisc to U|tl, Std.iri 
PeisIiu, eoniimmder of rbc Ibrces at Ardnhmi, repoiled to have fled before assault-. Few of 
the gniTLEpp escaped. Etglity-four heavy guns* four lirid Ixdterirs, and smno mountain 
gims were lakcit. Oirilcj's senl to bring Govcrhuiiml jimperty at Olti lu lids. 


No, 250, 

Mr. Layurd to the Earl of Derby .—(Vfperiutd May 2^.) 

(Talegrnphi^) Therapitiy May 27, 1877, 13*45 r.M. 

FOLLO W[NG From Consul Blunt, dated yesterduy s— 

“ I anived last night,und this morning presented to Ihe Ciuvernoi'-Cb'ncml letterofthe 
Grand Vizier aimut aumesty, its instruction* are in tin; sense promised by his Highness, 
Governor-General immediately telegraphed lo Pbilippopolk and Soda for detailed list of 
jMsoners, and bus assured me that lie will do his bc-L to give eifcci tu ihe Sul Fan’s bumunc 
inteiHioni. 

M four days .ago twenty-live Greek robbers, Miipjpscd to lie from Gieeia.', Iimded at 
Marmih, nciLT D$fl®guirii, am] seized and carried od' to the moLmtaimt in the vicinity a 
Gi-eek iiolidile lout polirniinn. A force of 2(10 men is in Spesia pursuing, anil hist account 
.states I lint flic robbers are surrounded/ 1 


No. 257. 

Mr. Ltfytti'fi to the Karl of Deri iy,—(ifrttfror/ May 2 ^-; 

(Tele^rapbic.) 7 7serapin h Muy 28, 1877, 

FOLLOWING relegrain from Sir A. Kcmhull, dated Erzcrmim, 27th t ivm.i 
M We lii'ar 1 bat iVnneeli part of army ban retired on Olti,, jmd Moukhtar l'usha from 
Jhiniei.'k on Kcugsrikiiu; furces I ruin Deli bn ha and MctflSgrad also &UjiprjiiC:d Lo be 
reltearing M[l Kaprikeui, V^aiitt on Kar* reported utmicce^fnb hul place invested.” 


No, 258, 

/,:r tit> iiiint-{'r,twirl Muu.field to the Kart of Derby.—(deceived May 28.) 

(7’degrephlc,) ihichuratt May 2R, IH77* 

TEIIC Prince >.i tW-mu will visit the Russian heitdrpiai'tiTS during sojouni of life 
Emperor in liminiimia. 
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No, 25G, 

Lord A . Lofiua to the Earl of Derby*—{Received May 28.) 

{*1 elegraphic,} Pcternburqli, Mav 28. 1877 

PRINCE GORTCHAKOW has replied to nay note on navigation of Danube in the 
samti jense as te th^ Austrian Cabinet, stating tbit obstacle's caused by war are only 
provisional j that Imperial Cabinet will do all that is ^siihlo to confine; them in extent 
and duration within ihe limits necessitated by war, and engages to come to an under- 
stand mg with the Ausuo-Hungarian Government to re-establish the freedom of the river 
at the earliest moment. Copy sent to-day by post. 


No, m. 

The Earl of Darby to Mr. Toy lour Thomson. 

(* Foreign Ojficc t May 28 , 1877 , 330 lut. 

MR. LA YARD has telegraphed the terms to which he has obtained the consent of 
nic ] orte for the aettlcmenl of 1 lie question respecting the island iu the BujLnites. 
1 Jk^c- terms appear te> Her Majesty^ Govern incut to be fair ami just, atld you will 
recommend Persian Government to accede to them. 

f Itaivc instructed CoiuticJ Nixon to endeavour to induce Abbas Mima ib go to 
Constantinople, If be will not go elsewhere. 


No, 2G1. 

The Earl of Derby to Co font’l Xt.ru a , 

(Telegraphic,) Foreign Office May 28, 1877, 5 pm. 

I AM informed that Shah of fesia attaches g relit importance to removal of Abbas 
Mir^a from Bagdad. Endeavour to induce him to a wept fete's invitation to Constmitb 
nopk, if he will not. go afeewherv, 


No, 202. 

The Earl of Derby to Mr. 'Try lout Thu ter on. 

(Telegraphic.) Fumy a Office. May 28, 1877, 5'30 r.M. 

DO yon know anything of n menace of ijferat by'Persia, the report of which has 
reached Viceroy of India? Telegraph answer itfijiicd lately. 


No. 203, 

Lord A r Loftws to the? Earl of Derby*—(llcccivcd May 2b, “rdo r.vuj 
(Telegraphic,) 

(Secret.) 1 ^ sl PMmkmh. May 20, 1877, 1-20 r.u. 

I 11AV I. received secret information that ei Russian Admiral named Grown Appointed 
Russian Naval Agent hi America, left very secretly for his post abniit two month- n-n. 
with ilistrucltons iu purchase and equip in America vessels of ‘‘Alabama 1- class to acl 
against English commerce in the event of war. 


No. 264, 

Consul Smidtvith to the Earl of Derby.—{Rcttivtd May 3 lb) 

(Teleympluc,) ^ _ Crete, May 20, 1877. 

SAC IM LEGE of a Christian church hy Turkish soldiers, Great indignation. 
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No. 2G5. 

Cen.'iiP Ricketts to the Earl of Derby.—^Received May 20, at night*) 

(Telegraphic.) TSjEsJ May 26, 1877. 

PORTE should take care Kara be not taken hr (bribery?); also that Kurds he 
not bribed, Tf necessary, please communicate to Constantinople, Circassians in 
revolt near Souk ho am Kalch, 


No. 2G6, 


Mr. Stuart to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 20 , at night.) 


(Telegraph te,) 

CHAMBER met; yesterday. 
President, resigned immediately. 
Government. 


vlihenx, May 20, 1877. 

M. Deligeorgcs having been defeated on election of 
M, Coumoundcuu'Oa bus been requested to form a 


No. £67. 

Lic«f£n#jtf-Cbfon(!j ATuvn to the Earl of Derby ,—(ReceiVed May 29, at night.) 

(Telegraphic.) Bay dad. May 30, 1877. 

PRINCE ARRAS AM RZA has agreed to go to Constantinople on condition that, 
he is received with Hie same; honour* as previously. Ambassador states that these 
terms are not acceptable to Porto. Therefore I have told him to go («e). 


No. £G8, 

Mr- Tflyfoyr Thomson to the Earl of Derby.—(Rewired May 30.) 

(Telograi i 1 1 to. ) Tehra a, May 29, 18 7 7, 5 + 20 iui, 

V ICEROY tclegrapbccl lo mo on the 25th respecting SoUran, and menace of 
Herat by Persia : following is substance of my reply sent next day. 

Similar reports were current bore some weeks ago. They originated in a rumour 
that I he Afghans hud invaded Scistan, which proved to be only a bazaar report. The 
Persian Government totally disbelieved the rumour, and I ascertained from them at 
the lime that they had no intention of dispatching troops to Sclstim, 

There has been no indication here of there being any desire on (lie part of Persia 
lo menace Herat. On the contrary, tlm Persians were for some time under con¬ 
siderable apprehension in consequent:c of military preparations being made in 
AlVghanislan, 


No. 26A 

Lieutenant-Colonel Mansfield to the Earl of Derby.—(Received May 80,) 

(Telegraphic,) Rucftar^/, May 30, 1877, 12 20 p,m. 

ON the 2Gth instant the Russian military authorities sunk two lighters flying the 
British ensign, laden with corn at Combia, 

I haye asked for Enformal ion and explanation from llie Roumanian Government. 


No. 370. 

The Earl of Derby to Lkutemut-Colonel Nixon. 

(Telegraphic,) Foreign Office, May 30, 1877, SHO i\m. 

YOUR telegram not el car. I* Prince going to Constantinople or not? 
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Np. 271. 

Lotd A , Loft as to the Ear! of Ma$ 30.) 

C^CoijNT^ UHTOWTlf- ■ - f i n **' P ^^ ttTi J h > * hi V % SWi 4-15 r.M. 
GULA1 ADLEKBEItG invited Capnn lldkslcv to-day, by ottlbr of the 

Emperor, io accompany Russian army. Count Adlerborg mentioned Count Seliou- 
before*^ rCKWsciltcd d, *P leflsu ™ in England at life not hating been invited 

^fc x r e9ted im ™ d{lli ^ {ls Count Adlerbei- loaves wif i, the Emperor on 


No, 272. 

UcitiwmLCohnel Nixon to the Earl of Derby.-{Received 3% 31, 11 “45 A .*i«) 

(Tido^mphi^ _ 1877,9 30 a.w. 

cjbataf“k s i ^ CLr t0 leaV °^ m a fcw ^J want of money and a (quantity) of 


No. 273. 


The EaH of .Derby to Mr. Vivian. 

forcujji Office, May 31, 1877, 315 p.ji. 

,, Vl ■ ■ “"“ft i0 T tdcgmm or the 30th, Her S0jcfy*s Government 

till lmb Jlh ^ t0 Jldl t0 110 in ^' VUctltm3 respecting the Suez Canal sent to you on 


No. m> 

Ihutcmmt-Cobnct MimfieU to the Earl of Dcrby.^(ReAd May 3!, 3 j|l P . Ml ) 

, Bucharest jl/JS 31 j 1877j 1 |\M. 

l b Anngjifto, belonging Jo Danube J ug and lighter f lomiMmv, after linvinir 
ie''n ^tfuck liii.dy .by w Turkish shell, wits sunk, by order of the Russians, on this 
-oth at FLatmndu. 

] have asked for a report on the subject from the KoSnaniau Government. 


No, 376. 

fhe Earl of Dtrinj to Mr , Toy lour Thom son , 

(ielcgmplliic.) r Forrhju Office, May Hi, 1877, 1 i*,m. 

ithi uii Lb ot ftn oitended Russam advance on Mum; have been received from 
\ icci'oy ol India. Have you any inJoriuntion on the fUhjcet* or can you ascertain 
Irom Napier if he knows anything of it? According to our latest information ILissda™ 
should not lie nearer to Merye than Kizjl Arvart. 


No. 276, 

,l/r t Layard to the Earl of Derby.- — (Rerrirett, May 31,) 

t;icl('gmpbic,) Cii^(tiniinoyk' } May 31, ]S77. 

1ULLOU IXG telegram irom Kembnll, dated 30th instant:— 
m: Still no derisive judication of Russian plan of operation* wlmtl ion to ttiulortakts 
capture of Kaiis, or mask 1 first place and mare 1 1 on Euphrates. Russians occupied 
, !f ]m{ ! iavo mt fwlvauc-cd on other line Jo Kkupriltcuu Turkish tefr i-loso 
column has retired loOUi, centre and rigid havir column still in the position they held 



on my visit to front. They have not yet retired to Keuprikeui, as before surmised, but 
mav r be expected to retire when enemy shows himself in fodoei Skirmishes reported 
from Kars and Khclrit of no importance. No (movement) towards Van as yrt 
reported. Turks are working to complete defences on Devetoyoun and on 01 it road. 
Guns come up from Trebissond, but. no provisions have been stored in ErKcremm. in the 
event of Russia occupying the OLti road and cutting the supplies with cavalry. 


The Earl of Derby to Mr. Ltujard. 

(Telegraphic.) Eorayn Office* May 1877, 

nER Majesty 'h Government have been informed that, np to the 22nd instant, 
there was no Turkish naval force stationed off Odessa to maintain the blockade. 
State this i:o the Porte, and inquire whether the blockade bn:' been made effective. 










